
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
September 20, 1919

Baptism 
October 1, 1919

Profession 
July 17, 1941

Death 
May 23, 2018

Burial 
Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Cemetery

Sister M. Janice Koziolek

Sister M. Janice Koziolek, 98, died Wednesday, May 23, 2018, at Notre 
Dame Health Care, Good Counsel Hill, Mankato, Minnesota. She was born 
to Theodore and Martha (Kokok Langner) Koziolek on the family farm east 
of Wells, Minnesota. She was baptized on October 1, 1919, at St. Casimir’s 
Church, and named Elizabeth Suzanne. 
 
Sister Janice wrote, “My good, pious mother imbued the love of God into each 
of her children. Dad, too, taught by his example. Evenings saw all gathered 
together for the usual rosary and some loved Polish hymn.” Both of her parents 
were Polish immigrants. 
 
In 1925, Elizabeth entered first grade at Freeborn Elementary School; she 
remained there through second grade. She then attended St. Casimir School in 
Wells, a school run by the Rochester Franciscans, for grade three, and made her 
First Communion during that year. She returned to public school for fourth and 
fifth grades and then again attended St. Casimir for grades six through eight. 
When Elizabeth began high school in Freeborn in 1933, she felt a strong desire 
to be a sister but that was replaced by other interests. “I dreamed of being an 
air stewardess, a nurse, a doctor’s wife, a mother, but never a teacher, much less 
a sister.” When she graduated from high school in 1937, she applied for nurses’ 
training in Rochester but was one year too young to be accepted.   
 
During the summer, she met Sister Robertine Lamm, SSND, who was teaching 
vacation school in Minnesota Lake, Minnesota. Sister Robertine, the first 
SSND that Elizabeth met, told her that Good Counsel Academy in Mankato, 
Minnesota, offered post-graduate courses to girls who wished to go to college. 
Elizabeth decided to attend the Academy, boarding with a family below 
the Hill and serving as their live-in babysitter. About ten weeks later, she 
had a conversation with Sister Patrice O’Donnell and decided to enter the 
candidature. Elizabeth became an SSND candidate on December 8, 1937. She 
joined the candidates for college classes and, as a second-year candidate, taught 
kindergarten at Sacred Heart School, St. Paul.  
 
In the summer of 1939, Elizabeth and her classmates came together to prepare 
for reception into the novitiate. A series of events left a lasting impression on 
her. On June 21, because of a great need for teachers, she was asked to continue 
in the candidature and teach at SS. Peter & Paul, Mankato. Three days later, 
her father died. In 1940, she was received into the novitiate and given the name 
Sister Mary Janice. The following February, she was permitted to go home 
because it was thought that her mother was dying. Her mother rallied but died 
in June. Sister Janice professed first vows on July 17, 1941. 
 
Sister Janice’s SSND ministry was divided into two phases: Catholic school 
primary teacher and Appalachian missionary. She returned to Sacred Heart for 
the 1941-42 school year. She also taught at St. John the Baptist, Mankato (1942-
46); St. Stanislaus, Winona (1946-56); St. Bartholomew, Wayzata (1956-62), all 
in Minnesota; St. Peter, New Haven, Iowa, where she was also principal (1962-
66); St. Joseph, Cresco, Iowa (1966-73); and St. Anthony, Lismore, Minnesota 
(1973-76). She earned a Bachelor of Arts in education from Mount Mary 
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College, Milwaukee, in 1954 and continued to take refresher courses during her 
years as a teacher. Testing her desire to be a missionary, she spent a summer in 
Guatemala in 1972 and realized that her talents would better serve people who 
spoke English. 
 
During her time in Lismore, Sister Janice became acquainted with a Glenmary 
priest who invited her to spend the summer of 1975 in Kentucky. Sister Janice 
described her transition from teaching to missionary: “In 1976, I felt I had 
reached the ‘burn-out stage in the classroom.’ I was given permission and 
blessing to go to ‘No Priest-land USA.’ From the moment I settled in Kentucky, 
and later in Virginia, I knew I had arrived in the mission area of my dream. I 
loved the people and culture of Appalachia.” For two years, Sister Janice and 
Sister Maria Exner worked with the people of Carter County, Kentucky. Sister 
Janice coordinated interdenominational Bible classes, and together, the sisters 
provided outreach to the needy. 
 
In 1978, the two sisters moved to southwest Virginia, settling in Dungannon.  
At his invitation, they worked with Father John Garvey in Scott County. In 
addition to parish work, they obtained C.E.T.A. (Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act) jobs in the county. Sister Janice coordinated a program for 
displaced homemakers. Another position she held had the title, “Outreach 
Coordinator,” which she described in this way: “My job consisted in creating 
ways to eliminate structures that create poverty. I was available to reach out to 
the poor wherever the needs existed. Many times it was “band-aid” treatment.  
Insignificant as that may appear, it is so important to the daily life and struggles 
of the mountain people.” Sister Janice immersed herself in the Virginia life. She 
focused on weatherization, housing and water projects and was instrumental 
in the development of a community well. Sister Janice reached out to those 
with disabilities or special needs. She also made a point to “sit a spell” on the 
porches of residents of the hollers. When the sisters returned to Mankato in 
2006, their work was covered in both the diocesan and secular press. 
 
Sister Janice was a woman of gratitude with very strong connections to her 
extended family. In her retirement years, her failing eyesight meant that she 
could not do as much as she would have liked and she wrote, “I discovered that 
the hardest thing for me was not to be doing. I have been a ‘do-er’ all my life.  
And now I have to learn to just ‘be.’” 
 
The funeral liturgy, with Father Eugene Stenzel presiding, was held May 30 in 
Good Counsel Chapel. Because Sister Janice donated her body to Mayo Clinic, 
burial will follow at a later date. She is survived by nieces and nephews, and her 
sisters in community, the School Sisters of Notre Dame, and SSND Associates.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, Theodore and Martha (Kokok 
Langner) Koziolek, her brothers, Alex, Paul, Joe and Stanley, and her sisters, 
Mary Szuwart, Hedwig Langner, Monica Ignaszewski, Martha Klocek and 
Angela Mosier. Another sister, Agnes, died in infancy. 
 
                                                                      By Sister Mary Kay Ash, SSND

Sister M. Janice Koziolek


