
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
September 1, 1916

Baptism 
September 17, 1916 

 
Profession 

August 5, 1936

Death 
December 23, 2019

Burial 
Notre Dame of Elm Grove  

Cemetery

Sister M. Frances Therese Jungwirth

Theresa Caroline was born on September 1, 1916, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
She was the first child for her namesake parents, Theresa and Karl. Her parents 
were both born in Bavaria, Germany, not far from Regensburg, Germany, but 
left the country in 1912 to find a better life in America. Her sister, Anna, was 
born a year after Theresa and her brother, Alphonse (who would become a 
priest of the Congregation of the Most Precious Blood, or CPPS), was born two 
years after her sister, Anna, in 1918.

After World War I, as soon as travel was again permitted, the family traveled 
to Germany in response to a paternal aunt’s request that Karl would assume 
responsibility for the family mill and farm. Theresa attended first grade 
and part of second grade in Germany, until they returned to Milwaukee in 
November 1923. 

Back in Milwaukee, the family settled near the original Motherhouse 
and Theresa attended St. Mary’s School. She recalled of this time, “Our 
motherhouse touched my life in a number of ways. We were happy when we 
were sent from school to the Knapp Street Motherhouse door to fetch the 
sisters’ dinner; I took piano and needlework lessons there.” Theresa always 
wanted to be a sister. It was on September 2, 1929, that she entered. After 
the first year in the candidature, Theresa was missioned to St. Alphonsus in 
Chicago, from 1934 to 1935. While there, she learned to be responsible for a 
large class of second graders.

Theresa remembers her professional reception on July 31, 1935, as a happy, 
but extremely hot day. After profession on August 5, 1936, Theresa became 
Sister Frances Therese and was sent to live at Longwood Academy of Our Lady 
in Chicago, where Sister Ellen Lonergan sent her to DePaul University. Sister 
taught sixth grade at St. Margaret of Scotland School, Chicago.

Sister Frances Therese received her Bachelor’s from Mount Mary College 
(now University) in 1944, and then took some post graduate courses at DePaul 
University, Chcago, in history and English. In 1946, she taught ninth and tenth 
graders at St. John’s in Marshfield, Wisconsin.  

From 1947 to 1951, Sister Frances Therese attended summer sessions at the 
University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, to obtain her Master’s 
degree in German. In 1952, Sister was sent to Messmer High School in 
Milwaukee and enjoyed being back in her home town. At that time, she took 
vocational guidance and English courses at Marquette University in Milwaukee.

Sister taught at Mount Mary College (now University) from 1956 to 2006, 
German and English the first two years and then only German. She said of the 
experience, “My 50 years at Mount Mary College mirrored the changes that 
were taking place in society and school. As chair of the Honors Committee, I 
helped decide the membership in either of the two Mount Mary College honor 
societies.” 
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Sister Frances Therese 
Jungwirth

Sister Frances Therese still took care to return to her German roots throughout 
her life and received a Fulbright Grant in 1958 to spend eight weeks in 
Germany. In 1963, Sister attended a summer session in 1966, at the University 
of Vienna, Austria, participating in a course for foreign teachers of German.

With residence at our Motherhouse, she used her language skills in service 
to the Congregation. In 1976, Sister Frances Therese was translator and 
interpreter at the Extended General Council at Neubiberg, Germany, near 
Munich. In 1987, Sister was translator for the General Chapter in Rome. Sister 
was asked by Sister Mary Margaret Johanning to help check the translation 
of the letters of Blessed Mother Theresa Gerhardinger, to help preserve and 
concentrate on the most important items. The task took 10 years and was 
an experience for Sister Frances Therese on getting to know, admire and love 
Blessed Mother Theresa Gerhardinger in a very special way.  

In 2006, when she turned 90 years old, she retired to Notre Dame Elm Grove, 
Elm Grove, Wisconsin. She did some tutoring while she was there. God took 
her peacefully to her heavenly home at the age of 103. A Prayer Service and 
Funeral Mass took place on December 30, 2019, at Notre Dame Elm Grove in 
Elm Grove, Wisconsin. She is survived by her nieces and nephews. Preceded in 
death by her parents Karl and Theresa, her brother Father Alphonse Jungwirth 
CPPS and her sister Anna J. Homa.

   This remembrance was written by Sister Marie Rose Van Deurzen.


