
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
August 30, 1917

Baptism 
August 31, 1926

Profession 
July 31, 1942

Death 
July 8, 2018

Burial 
Sancta Maria in Ripa 

Cemetery

Sister M. Antonice Backes

Sister M. Antonice Backes, 100, died peacefully at Anna House, The Sarah 
Community, Bridgeton, Missouri, on Sunday, July 8, 2018. The first girl after 
six boys was born to Anton and Agnes (Haslag) in Loose Creek, Missouri, on 
August 30, 1917. The next day, she was baptized at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Loose Creek and named Elizabeth Johanna. 
 
Elizabeth grew up in a loving and hardworking family on a 30-acre farm. When 
the chores were finished and lessons completed, the children would play musical 
instruments, sing, dance and play cards and outdoor games. The Backes family 
lived four miles from town, and it took the children an hour to walk to and 
from school, where they were taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

The depression years resulted in the family losing all their savings. They were 
no longer able to pay interest on their farm loan. Sensing her parents’ anguish, 
Elizabeth pleaded to quit high school and go to work at the age of 14. When her 
parents finally gave in, she was employed by a family in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
for several years. She then went to work at St. Mary’s Hospital. She received 
$30 a month for a 12-hour day and sent the check home each month. During 
this time of working with the sick and dying, she began to think seriously 
about religious life. An older brother had been ordained, and she asked him for 
advice. He encouraged her to finish high school, as he was now able to help his 
parents. She re-entered high school at Loose Creek and studied with students 
who were five years younger. She knew she did not want to be a nursing sister, 
so after her junior year, she applied for entrance to SSND.

Elizabeth entered the candidature at Ripa on August 28, 1938, two days before 
her 21st birthday. She completed high school and then two years of junior 
college. She was received into the novitiate on July 30, 1941, and given the name 
Mary Antonice in honor of her father. She professed first vows on July 31, 1942, 
and final vows on July 31, 1948. 

She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in education from Webster College, St. 
Louis, in 1954, and a Master of Arts degree in elementary education from St. 
Louis University, St. Louis, in 1973.

Sister Antonice taught elementary students for 51 years. The majority of those 
years were in Missouri, at St. Charles Borromeo and St. Peter, St. Charles; 
St. Boniface, Koeltztown; Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Louis; and St. 
George, Hermann. She taught at St. Mary in Fort Madison, and St. Anthony 
in Knoxville, both in Iowa. At St. Anthony, she also served as principal. In 
Illinois, she taught at St. Augustine, Breese and St. Stephen, Caseyville. She 
did secretarial work at Our Lady of Sorrows, St. Louis, for five years. Sister 
Antonice tutored at the Notre Dame Tutorial/Learning Center and volunteered 
at the Notre Dame Preschool for seven years. She also volunteered on Saturdays 
at St. Augustine Wellston Center in Wellston, Missouri. After 67 years in 
education, she retired to Veronica House in September 2009. In August 2017, 
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she celebrated her 100th birthday. As her health declined, she was missioned 
to Anna House in March 2018. She died peacefully on July 8, 2018, at Anna 
House with her niece, Sister Joan Backes, SSND, and others praying with her.                  

Sister Antonice was grateful for all the lessons she learned growing up in a large 
family in an atmosphere of prayer, respect, poverty, hard work and enjoying one 
another. She prepared numerous children for the reception of the sacraments 
and stressed to them that God loved them, unconditionally. A gentle, prayerful 
and generous person, Sister Antonice was truly a faithful and loving witness 
to the spirit of God dwelling in her. She was an excellent story teller. She 
cherished her family, was fun-loving and often surprised them with gifts. She 
loved flowers, especially roses, and during her years at The Sarah Community 
started many plants for sale at the craft fair. Music was important for her as 
well; she enjoyed singing with family and her sisters in community. She was a 
member of the choir when she lived at Theresa Center. Her love for the poor 
was shown in the effort she made to crochet over 20 mats from plastic bags for 
the homeless, even when her strength was failing. She was truly a sign of God’s 
presence during her life of over 100 years and a role model and inspiration to all 
who met her.  

The wake/vigil was held at Anna House and Theresa Center on July 11, 2018.  
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated the following morning at Theresa 
Center with Rev. Clyde Grogan presiding. Her niece, Sister Joan Backes, SSND, 
gave the reflection after the gospel. Sister Antonice is survived by a sister, 
Ann Williams of Bonnots Mill, Missouri, and a brother, Raymond Backes of 
Altadena, California. She was preceded in death by her parents, her brothers: 
Herman, Rev. Hugo, Martin, Lawrence, Adolph, Rev. Charles and twins Peter 
and Paul, and her sister, Louise Volk. May she now rest in the peace of God 
blessed by the lives of the hundreds of children she taught and the family she 
loved dearly. 
 
             By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

Sister M. Antonice Backes


