
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
May 23, 1937

Baptism 
June 6, 1937

Profession 
 August 3, 1957

Death 
March 21, 2021

Burial 
Sancta Maria in Ripa 

Cemetery, St. Louis, Missouri

Sister Lee Anne (Alonza Marie) Farrell

The second child of Mae (McNellis) and James Farrell was born in Chicago 
on May 23, 1937. She was baptized at St. Timothy Church in Chicago, on 

June 6, 1937 and named Lee Anne. In this Irish family, she would join her older 
sister, Mary.

Lee Anne attended elementary grades at St. Timothy Grade School under the 
guidance of the Benedictine Sisters. During the second semester of her sixth 
grade, the family moved to Cairo, Illinois. She completed sixth and seventh 
grades at St. Joseph in Cairo where she was taught by the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame (SSND). Her family moved to Belleville, Illinois, where she contin-
ued her education with SSND at St. Henry’s Grade School and the Academy of 
Notre Dame.  

Lee Anne received the white bonnet of a candidate on August 31, 1955, at her 
parish church, St. Peter Cathedral, Belleville. She was received into the novitiate 
on August 1, 1956, and given the name Alonza Marie. Profession of first vows 
was on August 3, 1957, and final vows on August 3, 1963. She later returned to 
her baptismal name.

She taught elementary students for 20 years at St. Liborius, St. Louis; Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel, Houston, Texas; St. Stephen, Caseyville; St. Joseph, Ridg-
way and Holy Angels, East St. Louis in Illinois; and Annunciation Elementary 
Academy, West Hollywood, Florida. She then taught in the English department 
at Madonna Academy, West Hollywood, for three years. During the time in 
Florida, she was able to care for her dying mother and assist her father. Both 
parents died during those four years in Florida.  

Sister Lee Anne earned a bachelor’s degree in history from the former Notre 
Dame College, St. Louis, in 1966;  a master’s degree in elementary and second-
ary administration from Barry College (now University), Miami, Florida in 
1978.

Returning to the former St. Louis Province, Sister Lee Anne entered the Edge-
wood Program for sobriety at St. John Mercy Medical Center, St. Louis. During 
this program, she was encouraged to take the counselor training program. She 
lived with the Religious of the Sacred Heart at Villa Duchesne in St. Louis. Hav-
ing completed the certification program, she was a counselor at the Belleville 
Mental Health Clinic, Belleville, Illinois, for a year. She was asked to consider 
ministering as an addiction counselor with the Paraclete Fathers at St. Michael’s 
with their residential program for priests and brothers in the St. Louis area. 
After nine years, she was elected a provincial councilor for the former St. Louis 
Province. Following two terms in this ministry and a sabbatical, she was a coun-
selor at the St. Louis Consultation Center, an outpatient program for priests, 
men and women religious. In 1996, she received a Master Addiction Counselor 
Certification from the National Association of Drug and Alcohol Counselors.

In 2001, she applied for the position of director of Guest House for Women Re-
ligious in Lake Orion, Michigan. During the next nine years, she was program 
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director and then vice-president. The following year, she was an educational 
consultant for Guest House and with another staff member gave presentations 
to women religious communities in Croatia and Hungary. The next year, she 
ministered as an educational/intervention consultant at various places in the St. 
Louis area. In 2012, she was appointed one of the community leaders at The-
resa Center at Sancta Maria in Ripa for two years.  She continued ministering 
part-time as an addiction counselor. From 2014 through 2019, she ministered as 
a consultant for St. John Vianney Renewal Center in Dittmer, Missouri.

Sister Lee Anne passed away peacefully in the early morning on the first Sunday 
of spring, March 21, 2021. A sister was praying with her as she welcomed and 
embraced her new life with her God!

A funeral liturgy was celebrated at Theresa Center on March 26, 2021, with 
Rev. John Eaton, OFM, presiding. This was also the death anniversary of Sister 
Lee Anne’s mother. Sister Lynne Schmidt, SSND, shared a reflection from the 
Gospel reading: John 12:24, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and 
dies …” Attending were relatives, classmates, invited guests and sisters from 
Theresa Center. Burial was in the Sancta Maria in Ripa cemetery.

Sister Lee Anne is survived by her sister, Mary Farrell (Marion) Reis of Lom-
bard, Illinois; nieces Marya (Pete) Ryan and Lee Anne Ong, nephews Patric 
and Paul Reis; relatives, Sisters in community, colleagues and friends. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, James and Mae Farrell.

A kind, understanding and compassionate person, Sister Lee Anne journeyed 
with many as they struggled with various addictions and challenges. Her par-
ticipation in the experimental therapy program was another example of her 
generous and giving spirit to those who would benefit from the data the experi-
mental program obtained. Her joyful, fun-loving Irish personality and her keen 
sense of humor were a blessing to all those who knew her.

Sister Lee Anne expressed the desire that the concluding paragraph of her 
autobiography would be shared, “My life has been so blessed. The hardships 
that are part of the weave of one’s life proved to be building blocks for so many 
opportunities of gratitude for me. None of what has been shared would have 
been possible without the gift of sobriety.  For that I am eternally grateful to my 
God. There is no doubt that what was once such a stumbling block of shame 
and guilt has become a cornerstone of gratitude and growth for me.”
     

           
                                            By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

       


