
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
December 10, 1924

Baptism 
December 21, 1924

Profession 
July 31, 1946

Death 
June 19, 2021

Burial 
Sancta Maria in Ripa 

Cemetery

Sister Judith Marie Jung

The second oldest of five children was born to Mary (Eccardt) and Cletus 
Jung on December 10, 1924, in St. Louis. She was baptized on December 
21, 1924, at St. Thomas of Aquin Church and named Marion Barbara. Two 
brothers and two sisters completed the family. Her older brother, Kenneth, 
joined the Society of Mary as a Marianist brother when Marion was a 
sophomore in high school.

Marion began her education in the classroom taught by the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart. She then transferred to St. Thomas Aquinas School staffed by 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet. After two years, the family moved to 
Overland, Missouri, where she completed her elementary education at All Souls 
School staffed by the School Sisters of Notre Dame (SSND). She enrolled at 
Rosati-Kain High School where she again had SSND and Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet as teachers.  

During her high school years, Marion thought of becoming a religious sister; 
however, she only seriously considered it when she was a senior. She was drawn 
to SSND. Her seventh grade teacher from All Souls, Sister Zelie Flood, took her 
to the motherhouse at Sancta Maria in Ripa several times. Her older brother 
and a spiritual director encouraged her in discerning her vocation. 
 
Marion entered the candidature at Sancta Maria in Ripa on August 25, 1943. 
After two years of college courses, she was received into the novitiate on July 
30, 1945, and given the name Judith Marie. She professed first vows on July 31, 
1946, and final vows on July 31, 1952. 
 
Sister Judith Marie ministered in the classroom for 46 years. She taught at St. 
George, Linn, Missouri; St. Mary’s Assumption, New Orleans; Christ the King, 
Corpus Christi, Texas; St. Joseph, Freeburg, Illinois; Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, St. Louis; St. Joseph, Manchester, Missouri; and Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Washington, Missouri. She was principal at St. Joseph, Freeburg, Illinois.   
 
Sister Judith Marie earned a bachelor’s degree in English from the former Notre 
Dame College, St. Louis, in 1955 and a master’s degree in elementary education 
from Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, in 1964. 
 
After retiring from full-time teaching, she performed community service at Villa 
Gesu, St. Louis, as a dining room aide and assisted in the occupational therapy 
department. When Villa Gesu closed, she moved to Our Lady of Loretto and 
did volunteer service. She also was a volunteer librarian for St. John Neumann 
School. For seven years, she was a volunteer at Village North Health Care 
Retirement Home, St. Louis. In 2012, she moved to The Sarah Community, 
Bridgeton, Missouri, first to Veronica House and then in 2014, transferred to 
Anna House. She passed away peacefully around 10:00 a.m. on June 19, 2021, 
at Anna House. 
 
A wake and the sharing of memories were held at Theresa Center on June 23, 
2021, followed by the Mass of Christian Burial. Rev. Dennis Meyer, MS, was 
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presider. Relatives, friends and SSND attended the funeral services. Burial was 
in the Sancta Maria in Ripa cemetery, St. Louis. She is survived by her sisters: 
Jane (Ed) Szostek and Judith (John) Thiessen. She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her two brothers: Brother Kenneth, SM, and Paul. 
 
Sister Judith Marie was a happy, gentle and very kind person who enjoyed life.  
She played the harmonica and even as her health was failing, she would still 
remember several songs to play for herself and others. Her years of ministry 
stretched from working with little children to senior citizens. As an educator, 
a willing volunteer and an arts and crafts assistant, she generously gave her 
talents and time to her students, her sister companions and those with whom 
she lived at the retirement center.  
 
This summer, Sister Judith Marie would have celebrated her 75th anniversary 
of religious profession as a School Sister of Notre Dame. In her Jubilee 
profile, she shared this memory: “I fondly remember ministering at Village 
North Retirement Home where I fell in love with the friendly people, shared 
my artistic talents, worked in the gift shop and helped prepare the chapel for 
weekly services.” May Sister Judith Marie now rejoice with her God and family 
members who have gone before her as she is welcomed into eternal life!

                          By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND
Sister Judith Marie Jung


