
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
April 25, 1938

Baptism 
May 8, 1938

Profession 
July 23, 1958

Death 
August 27, 2018

Burial 
Notre Dame of Elm Grove 

Cemetery

Sister Jeanette Marie Wieland

Sister Jeanette Marie Wieland, 80, died on Monday, August 27, 2018, at Our 
Lady of the Angels, Greenfield, Wisconsin. She was born in Milwaukee and 
was the oldest daughter of John and Helen (Fekete) Wieland. At her baptism on 
May 8, 1938, she was given the name Mary Jacqueline. 
 
Mary started thinking of becoming a sister when she was in the first grade at 
St. Aloysius School in West Allis, Wisconsin. She reflects in her autobiography, 
“To my little mind it was amazing how Sister controlled those ‘big second 
grade boys.’ I wanted to be just like Sister. Throughout my grade school days I 
watched the Sisters and listened to whatever they had to say. My interest in the 
sisterhood grew.” After her confirmation in November 1949, Mary’s desire to 
become a sister became more firm. When she told her best friend at the time 
that she wanted to be a sister, her friend said, “The day you go to the convent, 
I’ll jump in the lake.” Mary quickly reponded, “Start jumping because I’m 
going.” 
 
Despite her eagerness to become a sister, Mary’s entrance into the sisterhood 
was delayed. Since she was the oldest child and the only girl in the family, her 
mother asked Mary to consider staying home through all four years of high 
school. She stayed and attended Pius XI High School in Milwaukee. During 
this time, Mary considered becoming a School Sister of St. Francis. However, 
she met her former eighth grade teacher, Sister M. Ann Clare, SSND, who 
convinced Mary to become a School Sister of Notre Dame. She recalls in her 
autobiography, “We had a brief talk and [Sister] ended with four words, which 
have remained with me ever since, ‘Don’t forget Notre Dame.’ Every time 
my thoughts would turn in other channels concerning my vocation, I would 
suddenly remember these words.” 
 
After completing the necessary paperwork and interviewing, Mary was 
accepted into the SSND candidature. At around the same time, Mary’s 
youngest sibling, a girl, was born. Now that there was another girl in the 
family, Mary’s leaving home was a little easier for her parents to accept. Mary 
entered candidature on September 2, 1958, and became a postulant on July 3, 
1957. At that time, Mary receive the name Jeanette Marie, which was the same 
name given to her sister. Sister Jeanette Marie professed first vows on July 23, 
1958. She was a member of the last class to profess first vows at the Milwaukee 
motherhouse. 
 
After professing first vows, Sister Jeanette Marie continued with her college 
studies while working with the other sisters to move from the Milwaukee 
motherhouse to Our Lady of the Lake in Mequon, Wisconsin. She received her 
first mission as a teacher at St. Anthony in Chicago, teaching second grade. She 
remained there until 1965. At that time, she began teaching seventh grade at SS. 
Cyril and Methodius in Milwaukee. In 1966, Sister Jeanette Marie received a 
B.S. in mathematics from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee. 
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In 1973, Sister Jeanette Marie taught fourth grade at St. Mary Czestochowa in 
Milwaukee, but did not remain at the school for more than a year. She found 
the experience difficult, as she felt she couldn’t teach them like children in 
primary grades were taught, but she also couldn’t expect as much from them as 
children in junior high school. 
 
Sister Jeanette Marie was missioned in August 1974 to St. John DeNepomuc in 
Milwaukee, where she taught seventh and eighth grade math and science and 
was in charge of the library. She remained at St. John DeNepomuc for 10 years 
and became much more involved with parish activities outside of school. 
 
Her next teaching assignment was at SS. Peter & Paul in Merrillville, Indiana. 
She taught math and science to seventh and eighth graders until 1987 and then 
taught fourth graders until 1990. In July 1990, Sister Jeanette Marie moved 
to Sacred Heart in Warsaw, Indiana, where she was a sixth grade teacher. She 
remained at Sacred Heart until 1994. 
 
Sister Jeanette Marie moved back to Milwaukee in July 1994. At the time, she 
wasn’t eager to teach another class, so she took a temporary job working for 
Reiman Publications processing gift subscription orders. The position ended 
in January 1995. After working a few very short-term temporary jobs, Sister 
Jeanette Marie became a member of Notre Dame of Elm Grove’s leadership 
team, working through a time of renovation and change. In 1999, she became a 
personal needs manager, which later developed into assistant to the community 
leader.  
 
In 2001, Sister Jeanette Marie became the community leader at Havenwood 
Nursing Home in Milwaukee and helped many SSNDs move from Havenwood 
to Notre Dame of Elm Grove in 2005. 
 
Beginning in 2006, Sister Jeanette Marie served as a full-time teacher with 
Milwaukee Achiever Literacy Services, specifically at the Maximus Northwest 
location helping adults earn their GEDs. While she found the work challenging, 
she rejoiced when a student graduated. 
 
In 2010, Sister Jeanette Marie retired but continued ministering through her 
volunteer work as a tutor for Rising Stars in Milwaukee. Since 2013, Sister 
Jeanette Marie had been living at Our Lady of the Angels, serving in prayer and 
presence.  
 
A wake was held on Friday, August 31, at Notre Dame of Elm Grove with the 
funeral Mass immediately following. Burial was at Notre Dame of Elm Grove 
cemetery. 
 
May Sister Jeanette Marie enjoy all that heaven has to offer and may she sing 
God’s praises with all of her family and her fellow sisters who have gone before 
her. May she be welcomed with open arms into God’s loving embrace. 
 
                       This remembrance was compiled from SSND archival information 
                                   and the eulogy written by Sister Sandra Ann Weinke, SSND

Sister Jeanette Marie 
Wieland


