
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
September 14, 1937

Baptism 
October 10, 1937 

 
Profession 

July 14, 1959

Death 
April 25, 2019

Burial 
Notre Dame of Elm Grove 

Cemetery

Sister Jane Marie Kulczak

Sister Jane Marie Kulczak died at Our Lady of the Angels in Greenfield, 
Wisconsin, Thursday, April 25, 2019. She was 81 and a former teacher, 
switchboard operator, and retirement home staff member.

The funeral Mass was held May 3 at Notre Dame of Elm Grove, Elm Grove, 
Wisconsin. Burial was at the Notre Dame of Elm Grove Cemetery.

Sister Jane Marie was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on September 14, 
1937, to her Polish-born parents Edward and Charlotte (Krygier) Kulczak. She 
was baptized Mary Jane a few days later. Edward worked as a dentist while 
Charlotte raised the couple’s four children. Mary Jane had two older brothers, 
Ronald and Robert, and a younger sister, Loretta. She attended Sacred Heart 
Grade School, where she was taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. It 
was during these years that she developed a love for music — singing, dancing, 
playing instruments, or just listening. She then attended Mount Mercy 
Academy, Buffalo, New York.  

Growing up, Mary Jane loved playing ball with her brothers. She was the only 
girl out of the nearly 20 children in the neighborhood who regularly gathered; 
she said she didn’t want to be left out. Among the most joy-filled days of her 
early life were related to her faith, “I would say my first and foremost was my 
First Holy Communion, when He, my little White Guest, came to me at last,” 
Sister Jane Marie recalled. Later, she would also reflect upon having been born 
on the Feast of the Holy Cross, a fact that moved her to adopt a lifelong spirit 
of abandonment to the Divine Will. “Beginning my life on that Feast day, I pray 
that I, too, will be able to carry my cross with the help of the Sacred Heart and 
Mary, His Mother. So this is my mantra: O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my 
trust in You!”

Mary Jane worked in a department store, sang in the parish choir and attended 
Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, before she entered the candidature 
for the School Sisters of Notre Dame, Milwaukee in 1957. On her entrance day, 
she remembers being overjoyed. “Here I was at last! I had petitioned the Sacred 
Heart and His Mother to be my faithful protectors and guardians on my First 
Communion Day to bring me to the School Sisters of Notre Dame if they so 
willed it … I have said farewell [and will now] ‘live in the world but not of the 
world.’” When Profession Day arrived in 1959, at the new Mequon, Wisconsin, 
motherhouse, Sister Jane Marie prayed earnestly to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
that she would live faithfully “by walking with You in the steps of Obedience, 
Poverty, and Chastity, which I hope to earnestly profess.”

In 1967, she earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Mount Mary College 
(now University), Milwaukee. Following graduation, she served for more than 
two decades as a primary teacher. Those assignments included St. Joachim, 
Chicago (1961-1964); St. Stanislaus, Michigan City, Indiana (1964-1966); St. 
James, Grand Rapids (1966-1975); St. Louis-Besancon, New Haven, Indiana 
(1975-1976); Saints Peter and Paul, Merrillville, Indiana (1977-1979); and Sacred 
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Heart, Grand Rapids (1979-1984). 

“I do love children … the teaching I have done has influenced me to teach 
Christ’s little ones as a School Sister of Notre Dame, knowing them almost 
all of my life,” she said of her occupation. Yet, Sister Jane Marie also found 
extraordinary inspiration in working toward a life of holiness. She commended 
her “spiritual fathers” who guided her and “brought Him to me daily to 
nourish my life and to live ‘my Mass’ with the nourishment of ‘His Mass.’” As 
well, she loved her SSND sisters, who, “through their Spirit-sent whisperings 
have told me to let Him lead me by the hand, and live each day through, with, 
in, and for Mary.” Her quiet nature and simple spirituality echoed deeply 
among the sisters with whom she shared her life. 

In her later years, Sister Jane Marie would have the opportunity to “walk the 
walk” of trust as she grappled with Parkinson’s disease. She valiantly fought its 
effects on her body, attending many support meetings and always learning of 
new techniques that could help her live more fully with the condition. 

In 1984, Sister Jane Marie moved to Elm Grove, Wisconsin, where she served 
as a switchboard operator at Notre Dame Health Care Center until 1990. Her 
cheerful disposition and welcoming spirit were a breath of fresh air for callers 
and visitors alike. Yet, she was to return to the classroom one more time, 
serving at Sacred Heart in Grand Rapids as an aide/librarian for three years, 
followed by several years’ service on staff there and at St. Ann’s Home. 

She retired “for good” at the dawn of the new millennium in Grand Rapids 
— giving her more time for some of the things she loved most: playing cards, 
creating and enjoying music and watching baseball. In 2005, Sister Jane Marie 
moved to Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Mount Calvary, Wisconsin. Beginning 
in 2011, she spent one year at Notre Dame of Elm Grove, then relocated to Our 
Lady of the Angels in Greenfield, Wisconsin.

 
                     This remembrance was compiled from  
                                                                                        SSND archival information.
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