
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
February 17, 1931

Baptism 
February 22, 1931 

 
Profession 

August 1, 1952

Death 
December 6, 2019

Burial 
Sancta Maria in Ripa  
Cemetery, St. Louis 

Sister Alice (Albert Ann) Borries

Sister Alice Borries, 88, passed away unexpectedly in the early hours of 
December 6, 2019, at Anna House, The Sarah Community, Bridgeton, Missouri. 
As the third of seven children, she was born to Florence Ann (Hardiek) and 
Albert Borries on February 17, 1931 in Teutopolis, Illinois. She was baptized 
on February 22 at St. Francis of Assisi Church and named Alice Mary. She was 
the first girl in a family of four girls and three boys. Her childhood days were 
spent helping her father by working in the fields on the family dairy farm. Alice 
preferred working outside to working in the house.

Alice attended St. Francis Grade School in Teutopolis, Illinois, where she was 
taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. She was inspired by their example 
of kindness and wished to become one of them. She sought her parents 
permission to go to the Aspiranture at Sancta Maria in Ripa in St. Louis, after 
eighth grade. Her mother was pleased with the request but replied that she was 
needed to help with the many tasks on the dairy farm. If she still wanted to 
enter religious life after high school graduation, she could enter then because 
her younger brothers and sisters would be old enough to help with the work. 
Alice attended Teutopolis Community High School and helped on the farm as 
much as she could during these years. After graduation, she again requested to 
enter SSND and permission was given.

On the morning of her entrance into the candidature, Alice made her last trip 
delivering milk to customers on her route. Later that day, August 31, 1949, she 
entered the candidature at Sancta Maria in Ripa. During the second semester 
of her candidature, she was sent to teach 49 children in first and second grades 
at Sacred Heart, DuQuoin, Illinois. With the help of Sister Lillian McCormick 
as mentor, she survived the semester. As a second-year candidate, she was 
missioned to teach second grade at Holy Angels, East St. Louis, Illinois. Alice 
was received into the novitiate on July 30, 1951, and given the name Albert Ann, 
in honor of her parents. She professed first vows on August 1, 1952, and final 
vows on August 1, 1958.

She received a bachelor’s degree in history from the former Notre Dame 
College, St. Louis, in 1965 and a master’s degree in administration from Our 
Lady of the Lake University, San Antonio, Texas, in 1971.

For thirty years, she ministered in Catholic education as teacher at St. 
Michael in Radom, Illinois; St. Joseph in Ponchatoula, Louisiana; St. Gregory 
in Tyler, Texas; St. Elizabeth in Dallas, Texas; St. Gerard Majella in San 
Antonio, Texas. She was principal at St. Joseph in Ponchatoula, Louisiana; St. 
Alphonsus Liguori in Greenwell Springs, Louisiana; and St. Therese in Jackson, 
Mississippi.

In 1982, Sister Alice was asked to be a driver and coordinator of transportation 
for the fleet of cars of the former Dallas Province. She took a car course and 
learned on the job. After five years, she came to Sancta Maria in Ripa and 
served in the same capacity for the next 22 years. She performed community 
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service during the six years prior to being missioned to Veronica House in 
2015. A year later, she was transferred to Anna House.  Sister Alice passed away 
peacefully and unexpectedly in the early morning hours of December 6, 2019.

A wake service was held at The Sarah Community and Theresa Center on 
December 9, 2019. The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated the following 
morning with Rev. John Eaton, OFM as presider. Burial was in the Sancta 
Maria in Ripa cemetery. Her twin sisters Ruth Ann Miller of Carol Stream, 
Illinois, and Rose Ann (Raymond) Goeckner of Teutopolis, Illinois, nieces, 
nephews, and extended family members; SSND, Associates and friends 
attended the funeral services.  A brother, Roger Borries of Teutopolis, Illinois 
was unable to attend.

During the years that Sister Alice was coordinator of transportation for the 
former St. Louis Province, her responsibilities grew to include the managing, 
record keeping, purchasing, selling and exchanging of province cars.  The fleet 
grew to be over 250 cars.  Sister Alice’s gracious willingness to assist the sisters, 
her contacts with automobile dealers and her knowledge of the fleet enabled 
the sisters to fulfill the obligations of their various ministries.  

In her spare time, she made many beautiful plastic canvas creations, which were 
given as gifts or sold in the Gift Gallery at Ripa. During her years at The Sarah 
Community, she assisted in the project of crocheting plastic bags into mats for 
the homeless. She would often introduce herself as “Alice from Dallas.”  She 
was a great story teller, especially relating stories from her childhood days 
working on the dairy farm. Her smile and joyful spirit enabled her to connect 
with many persons. 

Sister Alice concluded her autobiography with this sentiment, “Never in my 
wildest dreams did I ever think of doing all the things I was asked to do but 
God was always there to guide and help me, and I must say for the most part I 
enjoyed the challenges.” May she now rejoice in her God as she enters eternal 
life! 

                     This remembrance was written by Sister Carol Marie Wildt.

Sister Alice Borries


