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ister Ruth Ann began her ministry after her first profession of vows 
in 1966. She taught junior high students at St. Peter in St. Charles, 
Missouri, and St. Gabriel in St. Louis. For the next several years, she served 
as an elementary administrator and teacher of junior high students at 
St. Louis in Nokomis, Illinois; Hannibal Catholic School in Hannibal, 
Missouri; St. Brendan in Mexico, Missouri; and St. Peter Cathedral in 
Belleville, Illinois. After a year sabbatical at the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame residence in Swansea, Illinois, Sister Ruth Ann served as principal 
and teacher at Mary Immaculate in Kirksville, Missouri, for five years. 
She currently ministers as the general secretary and archivist at the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame Generalate in Rome, Italy. She received her 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics from the former Notre Dame College in 
St. Louis and her master’s degree in elementary administration from Clarke 
College in Dubuque, Iowa.

A memory I would like to share… 
Throughout my 50 years in religious life, God has blessed me with 
many miracles and surprises. Each parish that I was called to serve 
in as a principal for 39 years and as a teacher for 45 years graced me 
with many wonderful community members, pastors, staff, parents, 
students and communities. My encounter with each of them drew 
me closer to our Lord and filled me with much joy and gratitude. 

One of my first years as principal, I remember that I was 
observing in a classroom and my cell phone rang. One little boy 
asked me who I worked for, and I said, “God.” He smiled. Being 
open to God’s surprises has led me to my present ministry as 
general secretary of our international congregation. Serving my 
sisters daily in this way continues to enrich me as my love for my 
God deepens. As Mother M. Theresa often said, “All the works 
of God proceed slowly and in pain; but then, their roots are the 
sturdier and their flowering the lovelier.”


