
Jubilee2016

S

-formerly S. Miriam Josanne

First Profession
July 30, 1966

Jean Marie Grefenkamp, SSND
50 Years

ister Jean Marie served at a preschool and three elementary schools after 
her first profession of vows in 1966. Following her teaching ministry of 
16 years, she served as an emergency medical technician for five years for 
Abbott Ambulance Service and 911 Emergency Medical Service, both 
in St. Louis. She worked at an orphanage for boys, and was a substitute 
teacher for English classes for one year at the Instituto Notre Dame in 
El Progress, Honduras. Sister Jean Marie then served as a driver for 
Care Cab in St. Louis upon returning to the United States. She moved 
back to Sulaco, Honduras, and ministered to women at Immaculate 
Conception from 1996 to 1997. She then served as a bus driver with Ryder 
Transportation in St. Louis for three years before serving as staff and a 
phlebotomist at Gateway Community Blood Center. Sister Jean Marie is 
currently a mentor to lung transplant patients at Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
and a volunteer at the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center, both in St. 
Louis. 

Experience I would like to share… 
The beauty of all my experiences and memories can be seen in 
all the beautiful people I have been privileged to share life with. 
Many cultures and beautiful parts of this gorgeous world have been 
wondrous gifts and blessings. From the students and families living 
in poverty and brokenness and their faithfulness to education to kids 
living in orphanages giving and needing love, this world is full of 
hope. I received a deeper faith from all these people who touched me 
more than they can ever imagine. Leaving one ministry and moving 
to another left a feeling of sadness and yet joy and hope for another 
part of my journey. My current ministry with people and their 
families waiting for lung transplants is filled with miracles and love 
every day. The waiting is a true test of faith and love. The gratitude 
to a donor and their family is overwhelming. As we all walk together 
with courage and love, the meaning of life is filled with an awesome 
awareness of God’s love for each and every one of us. 


