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Don’t wait until you 
become a Michelangelo. 
Express yourself as best 

you can artistically.

-Clara Ruesch, SSND

First Profession
August 5, 1944

Sister Clara ministered in elementary education for 25 years and in 
congregational service for 22 years. Her teaching posts were in Wisconsin 
at Christ the King, Wauwatosa; St. Francis Xavier, Superior; St. Henry, 
Watertown; St. James, Mukwonago; St. Elizabeth, Milwaukee; and Notre 
Dame Chippewa Falls. She served as librarian and media specialist at 
St. John Kanty, Milwaukee. She was called to serve at SSND motherhouses 
and communities at Sao Paulo, Brazil; Notre Dame of the Lake in Mequon, 
Wisconsin; Marshall Street in Milwaukee; and Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Convent in Mount Calvary, Wisconsin. Sister Clara earned a bachelor’s 
degree in social science from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee. Following 
her retirement in 1997, she has been serving through volunteer ministries 
and by her prayer and presence.

A blessing of the years is I’ve learned through experience that God 
guides us and loves us in our trials and joys!

The wisdom I’d like to share is… Don’t wait until you become a 
Michelangelo. Express yourself as best you can artistically.

I was taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame in 7th and 8th 
grades in Wisconsin Rapids. They radiated joy and happiness. They 
encouraged me to enter. After my graduation, I did.
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