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With God’s grace, 
I will continue to be God’s 
servant by serving others.

-Maria Cordis 
Schmitt, SSND

First Profession
August 1, 1964

Sister Maria Cordis has taught for 39 years in St. Louis, Missouri; 
Jefferson City, Missouri; and Freeburg, Illinois. She also taught for three 
years at the former Notre Dame Learning Center in St. Louis. Since 
2008, she has been a volunteer with the English Tutoring Project in 
St. Louis. She received her bachelor’s in American Studies from the 
former Notre Dame College in St. Louis.

During my 50 years as an SSND, God has blessed me with many 
joys. By God’s grace and the love, acceptance and encouragement of 
some special people, I have been able to persevere and not give up 
during the sorrow, challenges and pains that I have experienced. With 
God’s grace, I will continue to be God’s servant by serving others.

This quote of Blessed Mother Theresa of Jesus has been both a 
challenge and a source of courage to live my life as a SSND.

“All the works of God process slowly and in pain, 
but then their roots are the sturdier 

and the flowering the lovelier.” 
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