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60 Years
ister Joan Elizabeth spent the first 20 years of ministry in teaching. Five 
years were spent at St. Anthony’s grade school in Chicago and 15 years 
teaching high school religion, math and sometimes physics, in Michigan at 
Sacred Heart in Laurium; West Catholic in Grand Rapids and St. Anthony 
in Detroit; and also the Academy of Our Lady in Chicago. Beginning in 
1972, she began serving in pastoral ministry at parishes in Detroit and Fort 
Wayne. A call to service in Milwaukee came twice: first as a counselor with 
the province’s personal growth program and next as co-director for vocation 
ministry. She received a bachelor’s in mathematics and physics from Mount 
Mary College in Milwaukee. Sister Joan retired in 2005 but was involved 
with volunteer ministry in Fort Wayne and Huntington. She joined Notre 
Dame of Elm Grove community in 2009 where her ministry is prayer, 
presence and service.

A blessing I want to share is God gifted me at age 17 with 
the Catholic faith. At age 20 I was blest with a call to religious life as 
a School Sister of Notre Dame. Though I’ve experienced trials and 
struggles, God’s grace and faithfulness have guided me through them. 
Praise and thanksgiving to our compassionate God!

The wisdom I would like to share is… 
The quality of one’s presence as a loving, accepting, and listening 
individual means more than one’s knowledge or skill but it is a special 
blessing if one has both. Life is all about loving — God, neighbors, 
enemies and creation.

“ I wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another 
day of loving.” –Kahil Gibran

“ Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
– John 6:68

As an international community, we SSNDs are concerned about 
the global community and it’s needs. We have sisters from other 
countries studying here in the U.S.A. whom we get to know personally 
and learn about their cultures. A number of our sisters minister in the 
missions, spreading faith, hope and love of God’s people bringing unity 
to a divided world, a person at a time.

Meaningful times in ministry...
At Good Counsel Parish in Detroit, the parish sponsored a Vietnamese 
family and I helped in their settlement. Learning to relate to this family 
who experienced many losses was challenging and rewarding for all.

At Queen of Angels Parish in Fort Wayne, I was able to initiate programs 
to meet parishioners’ needs — Scripture sharing group, grief group for 
adults, Rainbows Program for grieving children and 50 plus seniors 
group. Being able to touch the lives of people at critical times in their 
lives was a very spiritual and meaningful experience for me and for them.

-formerly S. Mary Suzanne
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Life is all about loving — 
God, neighbors, enemies 

and creation.
-Joan Elizabeth 
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