
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
August 13, 1937

Baptism 
August 15, 1937

Professed 
August 3, 1956

Death 
November 22, 2013

Burial 
Sancta Maria in 
Ripa Cemetery 

St. Louis, Missouri

Sister Shirley Ann [Cora Marie] Greaser, SSND

On August 13, 1937, the second daughter and fourth child was born to 
Lillie [Thomure] and Leo Greaser in Gordonville, Mo. Two days later, on 
the feast of the Assumption, she was baptized at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Jackson, Mo. and received the name Shirley Ann. She grew up 
with one sister and three brothers.

Shirley attended St. Mary’s Grade School in Cape Girardeau, Mo. where 
she was taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. During the eighth 
grade, she felt called to religious life and after much prayer, entered the 
aspiranture at Ripa in September 1951. She attended a summer session in 
Quincy, Ill. and was able to complete the requirements for graduation in 
three years. Shirley entered the candidature on August 1, 1954, in her home 
parish of St. Mary’s in Cape Girardeau. She was received into the novitiate 
on August 2, 1955, and given the name Cora Marie. Profession of first vows 
was on August 3, 1956, and final vows on August 3, 1962. Sister Shirley Ann 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in theology from Notre Dame College, 
St. Louis in 1961.

For 37 years, she taught elementary children at St. John Nepomuk, St. 
Wenceslaus and Our Lady of Sorrows in St. Louis; St. Joseph, Westphalia; 
Immaculate Conception, Jackson and St. Francis Xavier, Sikeston, Mo.; 
St. Anthony, Quincy and St. Peter Cathedral, Belleville, Ill.; Sacred Heart, 
Lawrence, Neb. and Our Lady of Mercy, Merced, Calif. In a notebook, 
Sister Shirley Ann kept a handwritten list of the students she taught, the 
sisters she lived with and the names of the priests of the parish. She was 
described as being a “grandmother” to the primary children: loving, caring 
and patient.

Sister Shirley Ann was a religious education teacher for five years at 
St. Joseph, Kimmswick, Mo. The last 10 years of her 52 years in education 
were spent tutoring at Notre Dame Tutorial/Learning Center at the 
motherhouse. In this capacity, she once again showed her gentle and 
loving way of challenging children who had difficulty learning in a regular 
classroom setting.

A diabetic condition resulted in several amputations and a gradual loss of 
eyesight. During these times of physical suffering, she manifested a patience 
and steadfastness that was inspiring. She never complained and tried to 
follow the doctor’s orders even when walking the long corridors at Ripa was 
an endurance test for her. The acceptance of these limitations exemplified 
the remarkable person that she was.

In 2008, she was missioned to Veronica House as she required more care due 
to the increasing physical limitations. Sister Shirley Ann was hospitalized 
in mid-November 2013. She was placed on hospice when she returned 
to Veronica House. Shortly before her death, she was anointed by the 
retreat director who was conducting a retreat for the sisters at The Sarah 
Community. She died peacefully in her own room in Veronica House on 



To make a memorial gift, 
please visit our secure 

online donation page here>

For more information, 
contact info@ssndcp.org.

www.ssndcentralpacific.org

In Loving 
Memory

Page 2

November 22, 2013, at 12:10 p.m. with her sister, Mary, SSNDs and staff 
members keeping vigil with her.

Relatives, friends, classmates and SSNDs attended a wake/vigil held at The 
Sarah Community and Theresa Center on November 26, 2013. The Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated the following morning with Rev. Edmond 
Fitzgibbon presiding. Interment was in the Ripa cemetery. Sister Shirley Ann 
is survived by a sister, Mary Greaser, and a brother, Robert Greaser, both of 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. Her parents and two brothers, Raymond and Clyde, 
preceded her in death.

During these past years at Veronica House, Sister Shirley Ann was an 
inspiration to all she met. Many of the younger lay staff members confided 
in her and sought her counsel. A wisdom, gleaned from her own suffering 
and her deep love of the Heart of God, was visible to those who met her. 
Her quiet and unassuming manner had a calming and peaceful influence 
on those around her. The physical limitation of eyesight only enhanced 
her inner vision as she saw the face of God in all whom she met. Cheerful 
and gracious, she looked forward to going out to lunch with classmates, 
although she did not want to inconvenience anyone. The large number 
of staff members who joined the SSNDs and other residents at the prayer 
service to bid her bodily remains farewell as she was taken from Veronica 
House is a testimony to the love and esteem they had for her.

May Sister Shirley Ann, whose heart bore the imprint of the love of the 
hearts of Jesus and Mary, now rejoice as she beholds her God face to face!

By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

Sister Shirley Ann Greaser
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