
In Loving Memory
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Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Rosemarie Esdepsky, SSND

Sister Rosemarie began her autobiography, written in 1964, “Nothing 
particularly dramatic, spectacular, or edifying has occurred in my 45 years on 
earth, so I shall tell my story very simply and briefly.” This typifies the Rosemarie 
that many know – loveable, quite unassuming about herself and remembered 
most for her engaging smile.

Sister Rosemarie came into this world on November 9, 1918, in Tacoma, 
Washington, where on December 15, l918, she was baptized and named 
Helen Marie. Her parents, Frank Esdepsky, born in Germany, and Marie 
Daegenhardt, from Sheboygan, Wis., had moved to Tacoma for reasons of 
employment and proximity to a grandparent. They returned to Wisconsin 
when Helen was two years old and settled in Menasha, where she grew up. 
The second of three children, her brother James was two years older and her 
sister Ruth, two years younger. For the obvious reason of her beautiful curly 
hair, Helen was nicknamed “Curly.”

The Esdepsky children went to St. Mary’s grade and high school in 
Menasha. While in high school, she found herself interested in the life of her 
teachers. “I respected the sisters and liked to be with them, but the thought 
of being one of them never entered my mind until I was a junior. Even then, 
the thought was a passing one; but grace was persistent and after a year had 
passed, I made up my mind to go to the convent. My parents were surprised 
to hear of my decision and they thought I would not persevere, but they put 
no obstacles in my way.”

Her last summer at home held the outstanding memory of a special 
graduation gift – a visit with her grandmother in Washington. “During 
those two eventful months,” she wrote in her autobiography, “I enjoyed the 
natural beauties of the west and tasted many pleasures, but none of them 
could make me change my mind about giving my life to God.” She returned 
to Menasha and prepared for entering the candidature of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame in August of 1936.

She began her long teaching career during her second year of candidature, 
when she taught third grade in Holy Assumption School, West Allis, Wis. 
She returned to the motherhouse, was received into the novitiate on 
July 18, l938, and given the name Rosemarie. After a year of preparation, 
she professed her first vows on July 20, 1939.

Sister Rosemarie earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Mount 
Mary College, Milwaukee, in 1951. She was awarded a master’s degree in 
secondary education from the University of Minnesota – Duluth in 1970. 
Her years in the ministry of education began with teaching primary grades 
and then gradually brought her into positions within secondary education. 
Of her time at St. Therese Chinese Mission School in Chicago, she wrote, 
“I don’t know how much my charges learned from such a young and 
inexperienced teacher, but, in spite of the difficulties connected with such 
missionary life, I did learn to love these children.” (Sisters who taught at St. 
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Therese School lived in a parish convent and traveled by train into Chinatown 
to work.)  

Her varied mission experiences and assignments include: 
1939: St. Mary, Elm Grove, Wis: Teacher-Elementary
1942: St. Therese Catholic Chinese Mission, Chicago Ill.: Teacher-Elementary
1946: St. Margaret of Scotland, Chicago, Ill.: Teacher-Intermediate
1954: SS. Peter and Paul, Milwaukee, Wis.: Teacher-Intermediate 
1960: St. Henry, Watertown, Wis.: Teacher-Jr. High
1961: Messmer High School, Milwaukee, Wis.: Teacher-Secondary 
1963: SS. Peter and Paul, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.: Principal, Teacher-Jr. High
1967: St. Agnes, Butler, Wis. Teacher-Jr. High
1977: Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Sun Prairie, Wis.: Teacher-Jr. High
1978: Academy of Our Lady, Chicago, Ill.: Dean of Students

In 1984 Sister Rosemarie began 13 years of ministry at Mount Mary 
College, working in the bookstore, being the textbook manager, teaching 
general science, and finally serving as a library assistant. When her ministry 
there became part-time, she loved to sit in the corridor and greet the 
students, wishing them a good day as they passed by.

Notre Dame of Elm Grove became Sister Rosemarie’s home when she retired 
in 1997. Having learned to play the piano as a child, she shared this gift with 
the sisters at community sing-a-longs. She enjoyed a good game of ping 
pong and loved playing sheepshead with her friends. In 2011, she moved 
to Our Lady of the Angels, Greenfield, Wis. During her eleven months 
there, she carried a small photo album with the pictures of her family and 
was very delighted when someone would notice and ask about the book. 
Excitedly she would point out her favorite picture – her brother and herself 
– and then the other old black and white snapshots of her early years.

A visitation and wake service were held at Our Lady of the Angels on 
January 16, 2012 and at Notre Dame of Elm Grove on January 17, 2012, 
followed by the Mass of Christian Burial. Sister Rosemarie is survived by 
her nephews Kevin and Brendan Fischer, grand-nephews Michael, Shawn 
and Daniel Fischer, cousin Ronald Laux, other relatives, friends and the 
SSND Community.

We are grateful to Sister Rosemarie for her dedication and the wonderful 
contributions made to both her sisters in community and the many students 
encountered in her 73 years as a School Sister of Notre Dame. May she rest 
in peace, enjoying the gift of eternal life.

By Sister Elise Zettel, SSND

Sister Rosemarie Esdepsky
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