
In Loving Memory

continued

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Pearl Mary Nedwecka, SSND
(Last name originally spelled Niedzwiecka; formerly known as Mary Romuald)

“On November 8, 1915 I made my premature appearance on earth,” 
begins the autobiography of Sister Pearl Mary. “A midwife assisted in the 
birth, since the doctor had not yet arrived. He did come in time to complete 
the birth process and, as he lifted me up, he looked at the tiny blue mite 
and said, ‘I’m sorry but it’s too late. The baby isn’t breathing.’ The midwife 
picked me up, began a simple process of resuscitation, until she was sure 
I was breathing.” After this rather miraculous entry into the world, Sister 
Pearl Mary managed to live with great vitality until just short of 97 years!

Baptized Pelagia at St. Isidore, Grand Rapids, Michigan, she was known 
as Pearl – the third of six children. Characteristic of her sense of humor 
(and her gem-like personality), she would tell people, “I’m Pearl, I live 
on Emerald Avenue, which is three blocks from Diamond Avenue,” the 
location of the parish grade school, which she attended for eight years. Her 
mother’s frequent admonition during her early years was: “Girl, God gave 
you life when, apparently, there was none. Use that life for good deeds.” 
She remembers always wanting to be a sister when she grew up and writing 
about it in school compositions.

Pearl entered the SSND candidature in 1934 and finished her high school 
education at the motherhouse in Milwaukee. At her reception, she was 
given the religious name, Mary Romuald but later returned to her baptismal 
name. She professed first vows on July 3, 1937. Sister Pearl Mary received a 
bachelor’s in social science from Mount Mary College, Milwaukee in 1950 
and a master’s in education from the University of Guam in 1969.

Sister ministered as an educator for 57 years, serving as an elementary and 
secondary teacher, school administrator and librarian. Each assignment was 
seen as a call from God and had both its challenges and joys. Her focus was 
the positive side of life. Her spirituality of trust in God gave her strength 
and contentment. 

Her ministry locations included: St. Francis, Milwaukee,1935-36; St. Joseph, 
Milwaukee, 1937-46; St. Mary, Neillsville, Wis., 1946-50; St. Willebrord, 
Green Bay, 1950-54; St. Stephen, Milwaukee, 1954-56; St. Casimir, 
Milwaukee, 1956-57; Our Lady of Lourdes, Marinette, Wis., 1957-62; San 
Vincente, Barrigada, Guam; 1962-68; Notre Dame House of Studies, Agana, 
Guam, 1968-70; West Catholic High School, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1970-72 
and 1975-83; Mount Carmel, Agat, Guam, 1972-75; St. Stanislaus, Michigan 
City, Ind., 1983-85; St. Mary, Grand Rapids, 1985-90; and St. James, Grand 
Rapids, 1990-93.

It was at the time of Sister’s 25th jubilee that she received the call to minister 
on the island of Guam – the fulfillment of a long awaited desire. During 
her years on Guam, Sister was instrumental in opening a high school, 
which drew girls from the entire island. “With God’s grace and blessing and 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it was a successful undertaking from its 
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Sister Pearl Mary Nedwecka

inception and continues to be a strong force in Christian education on the 
island of Guam,” she commented in her autobiography.

Sister Pearl Mary lived life to the fullest! Her golden jubilee celebration 
in 1987 is an example of the joy that seemed to surround her. The local 
pastor of the Grand Rapids parish where she celebrated this event was also 
chaplain for the city’s fire department. He had special connections to the 
vintage 1937 fire engine that was also celebrating its golden anniversary – 
refurbished, reconditioned and polished up to be placed in the museum. 
With his typical Irish humor, Father Dennis Morrow, in full fireman’s 
uniform, drove up to the church at the end of the jubilee liturgy. An usher 
escorted Sister to the engine and seated her next to the priest-fire chaplain. 
With siren going and Sister pulling the bell, she enjoyed a drive through the 
northwest side of the city – people laughing and clapping along the way.

Sister Pearl Mary retired in 1993, remaining in Grand Rapids where she lived 
in community at Sacred Heart Convent and offered her services as catechist 
and a substitute teacher. Here she closed the final chapter of her full time 
work in the field of education. She had never been a free principal – not even 
in the high school area, and yet the Lord always provided all the courage, 
stamina, and courage that she needed.

In 1996, she moved to Notre Dame of Elm Grove, joining its community 
of prayer, presence and service. There she particularly enjoyed the time to 
pray and the companionship of the sisters. She ends her autobiography with 
these words:

“ The candle of my life if slowly being consumed, and as 
I reflect on my life, there are so many once-in-a-lifetime 
moments, which have come like rainbows to fill my days 
– the epiphanies of His Presence which have and are 
continuing to draw me to Himself.

For the past, THANKS

For the future, YES

For the present, less than enough is always enough!”

Sister Pearl Mary is survived by her sister Kay Ryskamp, nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, dear friends and the SSND Community.

By Sister Phyllis Marie Grzeczka
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