
In Loving Memory
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Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Mary Melora Mauritz, SSND

Monica Mauritz was born on May 19, 1914 in Oshkosh, Wis., to 
Aloysius and Mary Magdalen (Bauer) Mauritz, and baptized at St. Vincent 
Church. Monica attended St. Vincent School, where she was taught by 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame. In the fifth grade she became a daily 
communicant at the 7 a.m. Mass, somehow overcoming her aversion to 
getting up early. “The inclination towards and the desire for the religious life 
grew gradually in my heart,” she wrote in her autobiography. This desire 
was influenced, in a large measure by the example of her teachers.

One summer night, looking out of her bedroom window, she saw a 
dazzling golden cross, and a small voice inside said, “Come and Follow 
Me.” She said it was probably just a refraction of moon rays, but she still 
thought it was God’s way of calling her. And so, a sturdy trunk was bought 
for ten dollars from the Oshkosh Trunk Factory. It was filled with items 
of clothing totally unknown to a 15 year old girl of the “Flapper Age.” In 
fact, she wrote that she “wept in consternation over some of the articles.” 
On Labor Day weekend 1929, wearing her graduation outfit, silk stockings, 
patent leather slippers and a barrette, holding in place the dip of hair over 
her forehead — high fashion at the time — she entered the SSND Juniorate 
in Milwaukee, where she attended high school. 

Monica received the name Sister Mary Melora upon her entrance into 
the novitiate. She professed first vows on July 30, 1933. Sister earned a 
bachelor's degree with a major in Latin and minors in English and social 
science, from Mount Mary College, Milwaukee in 1945 and a master's 
degree in English from Loyola University, Chicago in 1953. She served as 
an educator for 46 years, teaching in elementary and secondary schools — 
often juggling full time teaching and leadership positions simultaneously, 
while earning her educational degrees.

Her ministry locations included: Guardian Angels Orphanage, Elm Grove, 
Wis., 1931-32; Holy Cross, Milwaukee, 1933-46; St. Mary, Prairie du 
Chien, Wis., 1946-48; Holy Redeemer, Wis., 1948-51; St. Anthony High 
School, Detroit, 1951-56; Notre Dame High School, Milwaukee, 1956-62; 
St. Mary High School, Burlington, Wis.,1962-64; Columbus High School, 
Marshfield, 1964-69; and St. Mary High School, Menasha, 1969-70.

In order to care for her mother (1970-1980), Sister Melora accepted 
exclaustration from the community. After her mother’s death, her life 
in community continued. From 1982 to 1989 this high school teacher 
of English, Latin and religion found herself  teaching first graders and 
doing library work at Holy Cross Consolidated School, Mount Calvary, 
Wis. Retiring in 1989, she remained in the Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Community and devoted herself  to convent duties. For many years she 
was telephone operator and receptionist, faithful peeler of produce 
and volunteer for many other jobs — like helping with the laundry. She 
loved to watch home design TV shows and would vigorously disagree on 
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choices made and prices paid. She also had advice to give to chefs on food 
channels! She moved to Notre Dame of Elm Grove in June 2011.

In addition to her service as an educator, Sister Mary Melora was one 
of 678 School Sisters of Notre Dame from across the United States who 
participated in “The Nun Study,” a longitudinal study of aging and 
Alzheimer’s disease to determine the causes and prevention of Alzheimer’s 
disease, other brain diseases, and the mental and physical disability 
associated with old age. All of the participants agreed to donate their 
brains upon death for neuropathologic studies.

Perhaps Sister Melora, whose vocation had begun with refracted 
moonbeams, heard God’s voice on October 19, 2012, and she bounded 
eagerly from this life to answer His call. She was 98. 

Sister Mary Melora is survived by her cousins John Bauer and Mary Wondra, 
nieces, other relatives, friends and the SSND Community.

By Sister Joan Emily Kaul, SSND
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