
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
April 18, 1925

Baptism 
July 28, 1925

Profession 
July 29, 1943

Death 
October 16, 2013

Burial 
Notre Dame of 

Elm Grove Cemetery 
Elm Grove, Wisconsin

Sister Mary Matthew Cannizzaro, SSND

Sister Mary Matthew was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on April 18, 1925, 
to Matthew and Maria (Carona) Cannizzaro.  She was named Frances and 
baptized on July 28 at Blessed Virgin of Pompeii Church in Milwaukee. Three 
boys died at birth but six girls survived. Frances was the second youngest. She 
described her mother and father as “beautiful people who loved each other 
very much and all of us children.” Her parents were born in Italy and taught 
their daughters many of the customs of their native country. The family 
lived near the old SSND motherhouse, located on Milwaukee Street. Frances 
remembers watching as the sisters pass by their home. 

Sadly, her mother died in 1932. The family deeply mourned this loss. 
Frances was six years old and her younger sister was just three. Frances 
attended public school until 1937, when the family moved to the north side 
and she transferred to St. Francis School. It was here that she was taught by 
School Sisters of Notre Dame and first felt the call to religious life. After 
completing elementary school, she wanted to enter the convent, but at first, 
her father and sisters were not in favor of it. In 1940, Frances did enter the 
SSND candidature. When she was accepted into the novitiate, she received 
the names Mary, honoring the Blessed Mother and her Frances’ mother, 
as well as Matthew, for the apostle and her father. Sister Mary Matthew 
professed her first vows on July 29, 1943.

Sister Mary Matthew ministered for more than 50 years as a homemaker 
and laundry manager. She served in Milwaukee at the SSND motherhouse, 
St. Francis Parish and Mount Mary College; in Elm Grove, Wis. at the 
SSND’s Marianum, Notre Dame Infirmary and Visitation Convent; and in 
Mount Calvary, Wis. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Convent.  She retired in 
1992 to Notre Dame of Elm Grove where she continued to minister through 
her prayer and presence.

Sister Mary Matthew was a loyal and faithful friend. She was a humble 
person of hospitality, generous and good-hearted to her SSND Sisters, her 
siblings – Rose Marie, Virginia, Josephine, Angela and Grace, plus all her 
nieces and nephews.

Through the years, her ministry was primarily in community service, often 
labeled general help. She trained in institutional laundry services at Mount 
Mary, 1946-1953. The training led her to come to work for the SSND 
Community in Elm Grove. She remembered arriving when there was only 
one telephone, one car and one driver, who also served as the gravedigger, 
plus the farm animals and a big garden.

Eventually, a new laundry was set-up in the east wing of the infirmary 
in 1959. With her organizational skills during the expansion years, she 
became a department head at Notre Dame Health Care Center. Sister Mary 
Matthew was always improving the laundry operations and belonged to 
a group of Wisconsin laundry operators and became a certified laundry 
manager operator.
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In the 1970s, there was a census of 150 patients plus over 100 residents at 
Visitation Convent. She utilized sister volunteers with a few core staff and 
was one of the first departments to hire lay help. She cared for her workers 
with coffee breaks and treats. Her approach to hospitality applied to her 
sisters in the community. She enjoyed baking goodies and her specialty 
fruitcake for sale and gifts at Christmas. Sister Mary Matthew lived the 
saying “LOVE people – serve tasty food.”

When the large mangle broke down, Sister Mary Matthew negotiated with 
a St. Camillus Brother to have bed linens picked up and laundered at their 
laundry facility. She said it was a joy and thrill to have clean linens – that 
laundry service was an art and also a science. This is why she took such 
great pride in her dedicated work.

The time I bonded with Sister Mary Matthew was when a fire occurred on 
April 21, 1971, in the east wing of the basement. There was so much smoke-
filled clothing and linen that needed to be cleaned. When our equipment 
could not handle all the washing, she managed the project and had the 
mission sisters come to our assistance. It was a huge job but she was up to 
the task. Through the years, I am sure the heat in the laundry and standing 
on concrete floors took a toll on her health, yet she was faithful to her daily 
duties of service to her sisters, without counting the cost.

After her 70th Jubilee, she expressed to me that she had a happy religious life 
and was grateful to the community. Her own words of wisdom quoted for 
her Jubilee were: “The experience of community life is a great gift.”

In her last 2002 autobiography: “In the end, I ask for prayer for my eternal 
happiness and reunion with my dear family and fellow sisters in heaven.” 
Reading between the lines, I know she was looking forward to meeting her 
mother, again.

Sister Mary Matthew died on October 16, 2013 at the Notre Dame of Elm 
Grove Community. She was 88 and is survived by a loving extended family, 
including devoted nephews, nieces, cousins and other relatives and the 
SSND Community. 

We take and eat now in remembrance of Sister Mary Matthew who has 
entered the Banquet of Eternal Life to celebrate her Jubilee Joy with Jesus 
and her loved ones. What a thrill it is and will be for her, forever. 
– Amen, Alleluia!

Adapted from the Eulogy by Sister Jeanne Rusch, SSND

Sister Mary Matthew 
Cannizzaro


