
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
November 8, 1930

Baptism 
November 23, 1930

Profession 
August 2, 1951

Death 
November 9, 2013

Burial 
Chatawa Cemetery 

Chatawa, Mississippi

Sister Mary [M. Cyril] Busson, SSND

Mary was born November 8, 1930, in Belleville, Illinois just as the 
cathedral bells rang out the Angeles. This coincidence caused her parents, 
Cecelia (Schill) and Cyril Busson, to change their name-plan for their 
daughter from Margaret to Mary.

Mary told of the “ordinariness of an extraordinarily blessed childhood” 
in the Busson family where she was the third child and the first of two 
daughters. She wrote, “Besides the gift of life itself my greatest gift has been 
my good parents. They lived their faith. Their life, their love for each other, 
for their family and their concern for the needy taught me the meaning of 
giving yourself for others.”

Mary attended Blessed Sacrament Elementary School and the Academy of 
Notre Dame in Belleville. School Sisters of Notre Dame taught at both schools. 
On graduating from high school, she entered the formation program of 
these sisters in St. Louis. During three years of spiritual and professional 
preparation, Mary received the habit and the name, Sister Mary Cyril. She 
pronounced her vows as a religious on August 2, 1951.

Sister Cyril began in regular classroom teaching as she was sent to the 
children in the first, second and third grades in the southeast Missouri town 
of Jackson. Mary noted, “I loved teaching. But with little experience in 
music, I was asked to play the organ for church services. It was a disaster. 
I survived because of a compassionate superior.” After five years in this 
ministry, she taught first grade children in St. Liborius School in St. Louis. 
It was just one year later when she was summoned to a first venture of 
the St. Louis Province’s involvement in “diversity of ministries.” Mother 
Evangela, the former provincial superior, and another sister with Sister Cyril 
were to found the first catechetical center. Sister related, “We ministered in 
two parishes, with Coolidge, Arizona as a hub; we covered over 600 square 
miles of desert land and ‘on the road’ was a way of life. I was introduced 
to catechetical work and parish ministry with migrant workers and Native 
Americans – Papago and Pima tribes. For the most part, they were very 
poor.” The sisters held gatherings in barns and when weather permitted, 
met outdoors.

Mary seemed always to have a positive attitude in life and in her service. 
She summed this period, “Fourteen years with the destitute people of the 
Southwest taught me real values in life – the happiness that comes from faith 
in a faithful God and the art of facing a sinful world.”

National SSND attention was drawn to the Arizona community at this time 
when Commissary General, Mother Hilaria, came to visit. On the way from 
the airport a disastrous accident, caused by an intoxicated driver, occurred. 
Though the four sisters were hospitalized in perilous condition for weeks 
after the event, they all survived following months of recuperation.

In 1971 she was called again to initiate a new ministry as the Dallas Province 
coordinator of religious education. She told of the experience, “For two years 
I roamed the province from Alabama to Arizona, met with countless bishops, 
priests, parish councils, parents and teachers. I gathered information until 
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it came out of my ears, but I never coordinated anything but myself. After 
delivering this message to my provincial superior, we dissolved the position 
and I headed west.” This was to serve as pastoral minister in a very poor 
Mexican-American barrio in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

At the end of four years in Albuquerque, she recalled, “I seemed to be 
at the peak in ministry when I was elected to our provincial council in 
1977. It was with great sadness that I found my way back to Dallas, 
leaving behind countless friends.” In 1981, she was re-elected to the 
council. During the time in this leadership role, she returned to her 
baptismal name, Mary. Collaboration with sisters and those they serve 
was a challenge. This was especially true for her because much travel was 
required to cover the Dallas Province, a province that encompassed a 
vast portion of the southern states. One of the greatest rewards in all her 
travels was the meeting in the Vatican with Pope John Paul II.

Following the two terms of service on the council, Sister Mary heard and 
responded to the need to contribute her talents to the education of youth in 
the missions. Her next endeavor found her in Ghana, West Africa for nine 
years. She was assistant headmistress of the secondary school. Her parish 
and administrative experiences helped the mission in managing finances, 
in dealing with diocesan and government officials as she obtained licenses 
for school buildings and for a formation house for the young women who 
would be called to serve as School Sisters of Notre Dame in Africa.

After her return from Ghana, Mary was asked to study the literacy and 
general education needs in Mississippi. After research it was determined 
that one of the greatest needs was an adult literacy program in the city of 
Canton one of our country’s poorest sections. Strangely, it is located in 
Madison County, one of the wealthiest counties in Mississippi. With three 
other SSNDs, Mary founded Notre Dame Educational Center in 1997. Its 
goal was to improve the lives of adults by helping them acquire literary and 
computational skills, and to earn their general equivalency diplomas.

In 1999, Mary was appointed coordinator for the community at St. Mary of 
the Pines in Chatawa, Mississippi. After two years, Mary became hospitality 
minister at the formation house in San Antonio. In 2002, Mary returned to 
community service at St. Mary of the Pines. She cheerfully served in any way 
that she was asked for the next several years. The onset of dementia caused 
a gradual decline, then a need for special care in 2011. She received this care 
at a facility in a suburb of Jackson, Mississippi.

As her mobility declined, she returned to St. Mary of the Pines in the autumn 
of 2013. Here she remained her pleasant self until she died peacefully on 
November 9, 2013 – the day after her 83rd birthday.

May Mary be affirmed by her Maker – even as she was so affirming of others 
in her life.

Sister Mary was preceded in death by her parents, her two older brothers, 
John and Eugene and her younger sister, Catherine Grimm. There are no 
immediate family survivors. 

Morning prayer and visitation were on November 12 at St. Teresa Church 
in Chatawa. The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Rev. Thomas 
Potts, SVD. Her burial was at the Chatawa Cemetery.

By Sister Carol Nishke, SSND

Sister Mary Busson
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