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Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Birth 
October 10, 1912

Baptism 
October 27, 1912

Profession 
August 1, 1932

Death 
March 10, 2012

Burial 
Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Cemetery 

Mankato, Minnesota

Sister M. Eleanore Zeren, SSND

Sister M. Eleanore Zeren, 99, died Saturday, March 10, 2012, in Notre Dame 
Health Care Center, Good Counsel Campus, Mankato, Minnesota. An 80-year 
Jubilarian who would have celebrated her 100th birthday later this year, she was 
alert and aware of what was happening until a few days before her death.

Sister Eleanore was born October 10, 1912, on the family farm near New 
England, North Dakota. She received the name Elizabeth Myrtle at her 
baptism on October 27 in St. Mary’s Church, New England. Because there 
was no parochial school in the area, Elizabeth, at the age of six, began first 
grade in a little country school about one-quarter mile from the family 
farm. In her fourth year of school, she received her First Holy Communion, 
a very joyous event for her. 

Midway through her fifth year of school, Elizabeth’s parents made 
arrangements for her to board at nearby St. Pius School, St. Pius, N.D., 
where she was taught by School Sisters of Notre Dame. The sisters made a 
deep impression on her and she began to think then that she would like to 
be a sister. The next fall, School Sisters of Notre Dame opened St. Mary’s 
School in New England, and Elizabeth enrolled as a sixth grader. It was 
during her three years there that her desire to be a sister grew even stronger, 
and she received her parents’ consent to travel over 600 miles to Good 
Counsel Academy, Mankato, Minn., to join the SSND aspiranture there in 
the fall of 1927.

After about two months in the aspiranture, Elizabeth was forced to give up 
her studies when her eyesight became too poor. She was given the option of 
becoming a home service sister, and because she really wanted to become 
a sister, she agreed. She said later that she never regretted her decision. 
Elizabeth was an aspirant for two years, and then entered the candidature 
in 1929. She spent one year in the candidature in Mankato and one year 
at St. Thomas Cathedral Parish in Winona, Minn. She became a novice 
on July 21, 1931, and was given the name Sister Mary Eleanore. With her 
profession of vows on August 1, 1932, she became the first one from New 
England, N.D., to become a School Sister of Notre Dame, something in 
which she, her family and her parish took great pride.

Following profession, Sister Eleanore was missioned to St. Felix, Wabasha, 
Minn., where she assisted with various domestic tasks. The next year, she 
was given charge of the kitchen with a candidate to help her. She felt it was 
a great responsibility to have charge of the kitchen and was grateful for the 
support she received from her community members.

Sister Eleanore remained in Wabasha until 1939, when she came to Good 
Counsel to work in the boarders’ dining room, a position she held until 
1945. She prepared meals and much more in several other SSND convents: 
St. John, Jordan, Minn. (1945-47); Good Counsel Diet Kitchen (1947-50); 
St. John, Dayton, Minn. (1950-52); Guardian Angels/Notre Dame Academy, 
Colton, Wash. (1952-56); St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson, N.D. (1956-66); Good 
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Counsel Priests Department (1966-68); St. Mary, New England, N.D. 
(1968-72, 1978-80, 1984-97); SS. Peter & Paul, Mankato (1972-75); and 
Good Counsel Convent (1975-78 and 1980-84). In several instances, she also 
cooked for boarding students. Many years after her graduation, a former 
student in Colton recalled “the wonderful aroma of freshly baked bread 
wafting up into the hallways of Notre Dame Academy. That kitchen was 
a haven to many of us. Sister Eleanore was the chief baker who set those 
delectable morsels before us.” 

Sister Eleanore was grateful to have spent 20 years serving in her home 
parish. In a parish bulletin farewell written in 1997, she described her third 
stay in New England: “The last thirteen years I have been cooking for 
the sisters here and doing many things, from sewing drapes to refinishing 
woodwork in both convents, to tatting miles of snowflakes, doilies and 
tablecloths.” She continued, “It has been a joy. . . I thank each member of 
the parish for being so kind to us Notre Dames. We always have a special 
attraction to our roots, so I am grateful to have spent 30 of my 65 years as a 
religious in North Dakota. . . . God love and bless each of you. My special 
ministry in the Motherhouse will be praying for you that you will be faithful 
to Jesus and Mary.” St. Mary’s appreciated Sister Eleanore in return, 
and showed this by displaying her photo in the church entrance next to a 
painting of the original church. 

In her farewell above, Sister Eleanore alluded to her tatting. Meticulous in 
all she did, Sister Eleanore was especially known for her skill in the art of 
tatting. In addition to producing many, many tatted items for craft fairs, 
gifts and other occasions, she also taught others this art. She was also skilled 
in painting and finishing wood, sewing and cooking.

The SSND community and her family were important to Sister Eleanore. 
She made it a point to attend both community prayer and meetings. After 
she was no longer able to contribute to the SSND Craft Fair, she delighted in 
viewing the displays at the fairs.

Sister Eleanore’s funeral Mass was held on Wednesday, March 14, in Good 
Counsel Chapel, with a vigil service the evening before. She is survived by a 
sister, Lorraine Utter and a brother, Leo. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Philip and Mary (Pawlicheck) Zeren, and her brothers Art, Lloyd 
and Sylvester.

May she rest in peace, enjoying the gift of eternal life.

By Sister Mary Kay Ash, SSND
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