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Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister Joseph Miriam Nemec, SSND

On Valentine’s Day, February 14, 1932, a daughter was born to Monica 
[Neuer] and Joseph Nemec in St. Louis, Mo. She was not expected to 
live but her mother’s prayers and conscientious obedience to the doctor’s 
prescriptions resulted in a healthy girl. She was baptized a week later, 
February 21, at St. Pius V Church and named Virginia. An older and 
younger brother completed the Nemec family.

Shortly after her birth, the family moved to St. Michael Parish, Shrewsbury, 
Mo. Virginia completed her elementary grades in the parish school under 
the guidance of the School Sisters of Notre Dame. She attended St. Francis 
de Sales High School. During her senior year, she experienced the call to 
become a sister. With the encouragement of one of her teachers, she joined 
several other girls in visiting the candidature at Ripa. The former principal 
at St. Francis de Sales, Sister Paulissa Klaas, was now the directress. Seeing 
the happiness of the candidates, she sought more opportunities to come to 
the motherhouse and during her January retreat, she finalized the decision 
within herself.

Virginia entered the candidature on August 31, 1949. During the second 
semester, she taught third grade at Blessed Sacrament, Belleville, Ill. 
She returned to the candidature to continue her college studies. She was 
missioned to teach the first and second grades at St. John Nepomuk in 
St. Louis during the second semester of her second year of candidature. 
She was received into the novitiate on July 30, 1951, and given the name 
Joseph Miriam. She professed her first vows on August 1, 1952, and final 
vows on August 1, 1958.

In 1962, she received a bachelor's degree in art from Notre Dame College, 
St. Louis, Mo. She was awarded a master's degree in home economics 
education from the University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. in 1974.

She taught elementary students at Sacred Heart, Effingham, Ill. and 
St. Francis de Sales, St. Louis, Mo. for the first 10 years following her 
religious profession. She was then asked to teach home economics at 
St. Francis de Sales. After seven years, she was missioned to St. Alphonsus 
[Rock], St. Louis, for two years. A year organizing the clothing department 
and sewing at Villa Gesu preceded 11 more years of teaching home 
economics to the students at Notre Dame High School in Quincy, Ill. 
As a home economics educator, she was an excellent seamstress and 
required “near perfection” in her students. She was a great asset to the 
SSNDs in her local community at the time of the change into the modified 
habit in 1963.

After 30 years in the classroom, she became the coordinator/director of 
Caroline Conference and Retreat Center at the motherhouse in 1983. She 
continued in this role until 1992.

At the age of 60, she became a free-lance artist specializing in watercolor 
painting through the encouragement of Sister Frances Hemker, SSND. 

Birth 
February 14, 1932

Baptism 
February 21, 1932

Profession 
August 1, 1952

Death 
August 27, 2012

Burial 
Sancta Maria 

in Ripa Cemetery 
St. Louis, Missouri
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Sister Joseph Miriam Nemec

What began as a hobby, soon took on a life of its own. She sold many of 
her paintings to various individuals and groups. She took up photography 
and her keen eye for design enabled her to shoot many outstanding photos. 
These photos were often used to convey the image of the subject she was 
painting. She had a studio in the motherhouse and decorated the walls of 
the lower corridor with her paintings. She held a number of one-woman art 
shows in various places receiving many awards. She was well known for her 
realistic depictions of small animals, flowers, landscapes, house portraits 
and seascapes. She completed hundreds of paintings and exhibited in a 
number of states during her “retirement” years. She also taught watercolor 
classes at Maria Center.

Sister Jo underwent a number of surgeries during the past years and 
struggled valiantly with cancer and numerous physical complications. 
In March 2012, she was missioned to Anna House to receive the care she 
needed following another series of chemotherapy treatments. She was able 
to participate in the jubilee celebrations as she thanked God for her 60 
years of religious profession. She was placed on hospice in mid-August. 
On August 27, the feast of St. Monica, her mother’s patroness, she died 
peacefully at Anna House at 12:35 p.m. with two sisters and the hospice 
chaplain keeping vigil at her bedside.

The wake/vigil was held at Anna House and Theresa Center on 
August 31, 2012. Rev. Lawrence Herzog presided at the Mass of Christian 
Burial the following morning. Interment was in the Ripa cemetery.

She is survived by a brother, Joseph, of Festus, Mo.; and a sister-in-law, 
Jeanne Nemec, of Black Jack, Mo.; nieces, nephews and other relatives. 
They attended the funeral services as well as many of her artist friends and 
SSNDs. Many commented on her generosity and willingness to help others.

In one of her interviews, she told a reporter, “All I’m doing is taking the 
beauty that God has entrusted us with, and I’m sharing it with anyone 
I can.” May the God of all beauty and the family members who preceded 
her, embrace Sister Jo, as she returns home. May she be graced with the 
fullness of eternal life!

By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND
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