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Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

Sister M. John Eudes Bauckhorn, SSND

In the early evening of October 27, 1937, the oldest child of Marie (Lugge) 
and John Bauckhorn was born at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Belleville, Ill. She 
was baptized on November 7, 1937, at St. Peter Cathedral and named Mary 
Louise. Four years later a sister, Jo Ann, was born to the Bauckhorn family.

Mary Louise began her education with the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
at St. Peter Cathedral kindergarten and elementary school. She attended 
Notre Dame Academy and upon graduation was employed in the 
accounting department at St. Elizabeth Hospital. Her father was an engineer 
at the hospital and the family lived on the property. As a young girl, she had 
contact with the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis who staffed the hospital and 
felt called to become a religious. However, due to parental opposition and a 
good job, she tried to give up the idea. But the thought persisted no matter 
how hard she tried to forget it. The following summer, her father became 
seriously ill and Mary Louise became the support for the family. As her 
father was not expected to live, she made a promise to Our Lady that if he 
got well, she would enter her order. Much to the amazement of the doctors, 
her father came through surgery and was dismissed from the hospital in 
eight days.

The September entrance date had passed and her father had returned to 
work, so Mary Louise did not mention her promise to her parents. In 
November, she was the chairperson for a Sodality card party. One evening, 
when making final arrangements, she spoke with one of the assistant 
priests at the parish and mentioned her promise to Our Lady. He assured 
her that he would speak with her parents. In late November, she received 
their permission to enter the School Sisters of Notre Dame, much to the 
disappointment of her father who thought she should enter the Franciscan 
congregation since they both worked for them.

Mary Louise received the candidate’s veil at her home parish on 
January 5, 1957, and came to Ripa the following day. She was received 
into the novitiate on July 29, 1958, and given the name Mary John Eudes, 
in honor of her father. Profession of first vows was on July 30, 1959, and 
final vows on July 30, 1965.

She received a bachelor’s degree in history from Notre Dame College, 
St. Louis, Mo. in 1961. A master’s degree in education was awarded her 
from Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, Ill. in 1972.

After a year in the juniorate, Sister John Eudes taught elementary students 
at the intermediate level for 42 years. She taught at St. Peter Grade School, 
Jefferson City, Mo.; St. Mary, Belleville, Ill.; St. Anthony, Sullivan, Mo. and 
Queen of All Saints, St. Louis, Mo. In 2002, she needed knee surgery and 
came to the motherhouse. After recuperation, she served as bookkeeper 
in the finance office for three years. Complications from further surgeries 
resulted in a transfer to Anna House in 2006. In 2011, she began dialysis. 
On August 28, 2012, she was placed on hospice. She died peacefully at Anna 
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House on September 1, 2012. Her sister Jo Ann, cousins and two SSNDs 
were with her as she gave her life to God at 5:45 p.m.

The wake/vigil was held at Anna House and Theresa Center on 
September 6, 2012. Msgr. Robert Jovanovic, her former pastor at Queen 
of All Saints, presided at the Mass of Christian Burial. Interment was in 
the Sancta Maria in Ripa cemetery.

She is survived by her sister, Jo Ann (Larry) Airaghi of Cincinnati, Oh., two 
nieces, two grand nephews and cousins who attended the funeral services. 
Classmates, friends, staff members at The Sarah Community, parishioners 
from Queen of All Saints and SSNDs came together to celebrate her life.

As a teacher, Sister John Eudes sought to create a climate where students 
were able to discover, develop and appreciate their own talents and those 
of others. She encouraged her students to cooperate, accept responsibility 
for their choices and come to a personal relationship with God. In 
addition to teaching, Sister John Eudes worked with the RCIA program 
in several parishes.

At Anna House, Sister John Eudes continued to minister as a School Sister 
of Notre Dame. She was secretary for the resident council, read to sisters 
and visited with those who have few visitors. Her technological skills 
enabled her to provide prayer services and community updates for her 
companions. She had a tremendous influence on the staff members at The 
Sarah Community who loved her and often confided in her. A good listener, 
she offered words of wisdom and hope to others.

Family and friends were very important to her and she cherished them. 
A gentle and prayerful woman, she would greet others with her smile even 
though she was in a lot of pain. During these many years of experiencing 
pain and suffering, she was an example of trust in God’s loving care for her. 
She suffered patiently, never complaining, but keeping a positive attitude 
and assisting where she could. Sister John Eudes was a living example of 
Blessed Theresa’s conviction that “All the works of  God proceed slowly 
and in pain, but then their roots are the sturdier and their flowering the 
lovelier.” [Letter #2277]. Now, free of pain and suffering, may she rejoice 
in the fullness of eternal life with her God.

By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND
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