
In Loving Memory

Precious and blessed is 

the death of the faithful 

before God ... for 

they die in union with 
their dear Jesus, in the 

grace of God, in peace.

Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger 
Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Letter 11, September 10, 1831

continued

Birth 
January 8, 1930

Baptism 
January 19, 1930

Profession 
August 2, 1951

Death 
June 13, 2015

Burial 
Sancta Maria 

in Ripa Cemetery 
St. Louis, Missouri

Sister Frances Ann Eveler, SSND

Early in the snowy morning of January 8, 1930, the sixth and youngest 
child of Frances Ann (Wallau) and Simon Eveler was born in Jefferson 
City, Mo. Two brothers and three sisters had preceded her into the Eveler 
family. She was baptized on January 19, 1930 at St. Peter Church and 
named Elizabeth Patricia. Within the family, she was usually called Betty 
Pat or Patty. The deep faith of her parents became an integral part of 
their happy family life. She grew up in a home and parish where mission 
awareness was fostered.

Betty Pat received twelve years of education at St. Peter Grade and High 
School where she was taught by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Towards 
the end of her senior year, she felt called to respond to God and serve 
as a religious. She entered the candidature at Sancta Maria in Ripa on 
September 1, 1948. She was received into the novitiate on August 1, 1950 
and given the name Frances Ann after her mother. Profession of first vows 
was on August 2, 1951 and final vows on August 2, 1957.

As a second-year candidate, she was missioned to St. Joseph, St. Louis to 
teach primary students and serve as organist. St. Joseph was the first SSND 
mission in St. Louis. She was the last living link to the SSND beginnings in 
St. Louis.

She received a bachelor’s degree in art from the former Notre Dame College, 
St. Louis, in 1960 and a master’s degree in elementary education from St. 
Louis University in 1973.

During the first 25 years following her profession, she taught elementary 
students at St. Raphael, St. Louis, Mo.; St. Mary, Alton, Ill.; St. Anthony, 
Sullivan, Mo.; St. Martin, Jefferson City, Mo.; Sacred Heart, Poplar Bluff, 
Mo.; St. Boniface, Quincy, Ill.; Sacred Heart, DuQuoin, Ill. She was also 
principal at Quincy and DuQuoin.

When the St. Louis Province opened its first mission in West Africa in 
1973, she volunteered to be sent. In 1976, she was missioned to Our Lady 
of Lourdes, Port Loko, Sierra Leone. She taught and supervised religion 
classes and trained catechists and teachers. She was later missioned to 
Kabala in Sierra Leone to teach in the secondary school. In the evenings, 
she taught classes of sewing, needle work, typing, nutrition and health to 
the women in the town. She stated, “I received more than I gave. God is 
with His people in every place.” These 11 years in Africa were memorable 
and fulfilling years for her.

After a sabbatical, she became a pastoral minister among the Hmong 
refugees in Merced, Calif. She tutored and was an advocate for these 
refugees from Laos. She also assisted in the parish and served as a chaplain 
for a hospice organization.

In 1993, she returned to St. Louis and joined the recently formed resource 
development staff as mission education coordinator. For the next 11 years, 
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she shared her mission experience with children in classrooms and other 
adult and parish groups raising awareness of our SSND missions. Through 
slide presentations, personal experiences and artifacts, she sought to instill a 
global and social awareness in her listeners. 

In 2004, Sister Frances Ann started a new phase in her life of ministry as a 
seamstress with Liturgical Fabric Arts. She made vestments, banners, altar 
linens as well as pieced quilts for the monthly SSND quilt raffle. A creative 
and skilled seamstress, she brought her artistic insights into her designs and 
the various projects for the gift gallery.

She oversaw the displays in the mission parlor at Sancta Maria in Ripa. 
During the Christmas season, she arranged over 180 multi-cultural nativity 
scenes from 35 countries which she has collected or received as gifts over 
the years.

On Good Friday, April 3, 2015, she received the diagnosis of cancer in her 
kidney, liver and lungs. She chose to go on hospice. She died peacefully 
in the infirmary at Theresa Center on June 13, 2015, around 2 p.m. as 
sisters kept vigil with her. She donated her brain to the Memory and Aging 
Research Project at Washington University.

A wake was held at Theresa Center on June 18. The Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated the following morning with Rev. Anthony Gittens, 
CSSp, retreat director, as presider. Due to the extremely wet conditions, 
burial in the Ripa cemetery was delayed until June 26.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her brothers Carl and John; her 
sisters, Marjorie Eveler, Mary Ann Struempf and Germaine Deeken. Many 
nieces, nephews, relatives, friends, former students, quilter friends and 
SSNDs attended the funeral services.

Sister Frances Ann was an excellent storyteller. Her humor, cheerfulness and 
childlike qualities endeared her to many. She was devoted to her family and 
made numerous gifts for them. Her spirit of adventure and her willingness 
to serve took her into foreign lands. She loved life and God’s nature and was 
happy when she could plant a flower garden. She readily gave of her gifts 
and talents for the good of others. Her missionary heart and dedication 
inspired many. May she now rejoice and dance as she is reunited with her 
family and joined them with the angels and saints in praising her God!

By Sister Carol Marie Wildt, SSND

Sister Frances Ann Eveler

https://www.ssndcentralpacific.org/donate

