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ister Joan Emily taught elementary and junior high school following 
her first profession of vows in 1946. She served in schools for 23 years 
in Wisconsin before being briefly missioned to serve at the Notre Dame 
Health Care Center as a switchboard receptionist and as a tutor at St. 
Mary’sVisitation School in Elm Grove, Wisconsin. Sister Joan Emily 
returned to teaching elementary school for an additional ten years before 
serving in local leadership at Notre Dame Health Care Center in Elm 
Grove. After this ministry, she was a coordinator of religious education for 
two years at St. Peter in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin before tutoring for 11 
years at Unified Catholic Parish Schools. Continuing her mission in Beaver 
Dam, she served as secretarial staff at St. Peter for 13 years, and was a 
secretary for a year with the Franciscan Spirituality Center in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Sister Joan Emily currently ministers in prayer at the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame in Elm Grove. She earned a bachelor’s in history 
and sociology from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee and a master’s 
in education and educational guidance and counseling from Marquette 
University in Milwaukee. 

A memory I would like to share… 
On August 10, 1945, it was Reception Day. As we were nearing the 
end of the ceremonies and were going around the sanctuary in the 
back passageway prior to receiving our names, word passed from 
the end of the line to the beginning, “The war is over.” For most 
activities, it really was. The second atomic bomb fell on Nagasaki a 
couple days later. Another sister was giving instructions in the late 
afternoon when whistles began blowing and bells started ringing. She 
said, “The war is over.” Three in our class had already lost brothers. 


