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ister DeMontfort taught elementary and high school in Missouri and 
Illinois following her first profession of vows in 1946. In 1960, she was 
appointed to be the registrar of the former Notre Dame College in St. 
Louis. Upon closure of the college in 1977, she served as secretarial staff for 
11 years at the School Sisters of Notre Dame’s former St. Louis Province’s 
vocation office and spiritual development office, which included a tape 
library. Thereafter, she continued to minister in St. Louis, serving as 
secretarial staff for five years at Maria Center and as development staff 
at Notre Dame High School for seven years. Following this ministry, she 
volunteered in the Notre Dame High School library, where she continues 
to work one day a week. Sister DeMontfort earned a bachelor’s in English 
from the former Webster College and a master’s in higher education from 
St. Louis University. 

A memory I would like to share… 
St. Michael has been with me much of my life. I grew up in St. 
Michael Parish in Sigel, Illinois, and for 39 years, I have lived at 
St. Michael’s Convent in Shrewsbury, Missouri. During that time, 
I have ministered informally at St. Michael’s Parish. Presently, I 
serve on the liturgy committee and as a lector, and coordinate 
Eucharistic adoration. I am the Legion of Mary’s spiritual director, 
and participate in the Women of St. Michael’s. My journey regarding 
parish Eucharistic adoration has been a special blessing. In 2007, 
our pastor designated Saturday evenings for Eucharistic adoration. 
However, this approach did not take hold and cancellation of 
Eucharistic adoration was proposed. Fearing for the worst, I asked, 
“Why not survey the parish?” My query prompted the pastor’s quick 
response, “You do it.” I have coordinated Eucharistic adoration to 
this day. Each Wednesday volunteers assist me with preparation 
and closure, and the Legion of Mary provides prayer aids and the 
presence of its members. This truly ‘Eucharistic ministry’ has been 
a tremendous blessing for me and SSND. It has complemented my 
Legion of Mary ministry which began in 2005. I knew our Lady was 
calling me. Indeed, the Legion’s fundamental Marian devotion is that 
of St. Louis DeMontfort, whose name I received in religion. Jesus has 
been my support. Giving the weekly allocutio (talk) has been a joy. 
An allocutio that particularly touched my Legion members was the 
testimony of my nephew’s wife who was having marital difficulties. 
Her friend invited her to adoration. Though reluctant, somehow 
during Adoration the cloud lifted. She experienced a “miracle of 
grace.” I, too, must attest to a “miracle of grace”--39 years of informal 
ministry at St. Michael’s. 


