
Jubilee2016

S

First Profession
August 3, 1956

Marilyn Wussler, SSND
60 Years

ister Marilyn taught the upper elementary school grades through high 
school for 19 years after her first profession of vows in 1956. For eight of 
those years, she served as a reading specialist for the St. Louis Archdiocesan 
Reading Clinics. In 1973, Sister Marilyn taught in the former Notre 
Dame College in St. Louis until it closed in 1976. After obtaining a 
Master’s degree in psychology from St. Louis University and additional 
training in psychotherapy, she ministered as a therapist in Illinois, 
Washington, and Missouri. In 1981, she began ministering in spiritual 
direction and retreat work until she retired in 2014.

A memory I would like to share… 
As I was ending ministry as coordinator of the Spiritual Development 
Council, my provincial leader asked me if I might be willing to check 
out being a resident therapist at the Personal Growth Center run by 
the Franciscan Sisters in Spokane, Washington. With a combination 
of visiting the center followed by prayer, discernment and sharing 
with my spiritual director and members of my community in St. 
Louis, I entered an experience that was profoundly sensitizing, 
stretching and awareness-changing. For the next several years, I 
accompanied in great depth the women in the program as they 
surfaced, shared and confronted past demons of physical and sexual 
abuse. I still pray over and plead ongoing healing of the women who 
experienced such trauma. Additionally, living within the community 
then 3000 miles from my home base in St. Louis gave me an 
exquisite appreciation for all things SSND. I treasured the visits 
home. And very truly I believe I was able to refresh when needed to 
be more effective in this very difficult ministry because of the warm 
welcome and open house to stop and flop that the former Mankato 
Province sisters at Colton and Walla Walla offered.

-formerly S. Marie Dolore


