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ister Marie DeLourdes  taught elementary, junior high and high school 
following her first profession of vows in 1956.  She also was an elementary 
school principal at St. James in Grand Rapids, Michigan for ten years, and 
at Christ the King in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin for four years.  It was then 
that Sister Marie DeLourdes received the call from the general superior to 
serve as general secretary of the congregation at the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame Generalate in Rome, Italy, which she did for ten years.  Upon 
returning to the United States, she ministered as the associate registrar at 
Mount Mary College in Milwaukee for 13 years before serving as a client 
service assistant at Marquette University in Milwaukee.  In 2007, Sister 
Marie DeLourdes began helping retired sisters at Notre Dame of Elm 
Grove, and continues in this ministry.  She earned a bachelor’s in French 
and English from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee, and a master’s in 
administration from the University of Detroit in Detroit, Michigan.

Experience I would like to share… 
Surprises have been pretty much a part of my religious life! Having to 
make fresh starts is always a bit difficult. But then the new experience 
begins to bear fruit and I find another reason to praise our God. This 
is our life-movement; to die and to rise to a greater life.

When I was called to serve as general secretary of our congregation 
in Rome in 1981, I was surprised to say the least. Though I have 
always tried to be attentive to God’s call, this call was beyond any call 
I had received in the past. However, with God’s grace, I was ready to 
do His Will. My ten years as general secretary were years filled with 
much joy, blessings and international experiences for which I will 
forever be grateful to God and to my congregation.


