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ister Judith served as a teacher following her first profession of vows in 
1956. She then became an assistant engineer for 15 years at Notre Dame 
of the Lake and Concordia College, both in Mequon, Wisconsin. After 
studying computer science, she was a computer specialist at the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame motherhouse in Milwaukee. She then served as the 
assistant treasurer and renovation project coordinator for the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame in Milwaukee. Sister Judith came out of retirement to serve 
as the NAMA database coordinator for the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Provincial Offices in Elm Grove, Wisconsin. She currently ministers in 
prayer in Elm Grove. She holds a bachelor’s in history and mathematics 
from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee. 

A memory I would like to share… 
When I was in high school, I felt the call to become a religious sister. 
After reading numerous library books about religious congregations, 
both active and contemplative, I chose to enter the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame, who taught me in grade school and high school. 
After 11 years of teaching at the elementary level, I was asked to use 
my natural mechanical abilities and skills to become a stationary 
engineer working with the engineering maintenance department at 
our motherhouse property in Mequon, Wisconsin. After the sale 
of that property, I studied computer data programming in order 
to keep records of sisters’ data and learn how to computerize the 
financial information of the province. This led me to the position of 
assistant treasurer where I served for many years. I also served as the 
SSND North American Major Area database coordinator until my 
retirement in 2015.

One memory that stands out is the opportunity to use my 
engineering education as the renovation coordinator for Notre Dame 
of Elm Grove in the 1990s. I was able to work daily in the decision-
making process with SSND leadership, construction managers, 
architects, campus maintenance staff and trade managers. Using my 
financial background, I also assisted in managing the project’s budget. 
The challenges were abundant, but the outcome was a success. All my 
ministries have provided me with challenges, graces and blessings. I 
am grateful for my life as a School Sister of Notre Dame.-formerly S. Marie Bernarde


