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Fall 2018

Education Continues on the Hill 

Continued on page 2.

Though Good Counsel Academy 
closed in 1980, education continues 
on the Hill through Loyola Catholic 
School which serves students in PreK 
through Grade 12 and through the 
Learning Center at Good Counsel. 
You probably know about Loyola being 
situated on the Hill but may not know 
about the Learning Center which is 
located in the lower level of St. Joseph’s 
Hall.

The Learning Center at Good Counsel 
provides one-to-one tutoring sessions 
for children, youth, and adults in 
reading, language arts, and math. 
The Learning Center began in 1967 
in response to the call of the United 
States Commission on Education to 
establish reading programs 
across the nation. Sister Mary 
Donald Miller was given 
approval by the leadership of 
the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame (SSND) to establish a 
center in a vacant building on 
Good Counsel Hill to meet 
the needs of students with 
declining reading scores. The 
Learning Center was originally 
known as the Reading Center 
but the title was changed to 
reflect how the scope of the 
center has broadened. More 
than 4,000 students have been 

tutored, either during the school year 
or through the Learning Center’s 
summer program since the Center 
began.

Last year the Learning Center served 
about 120 students, some for just a 
few hours, and others for as many 
as 50 hours. About two-thirds of the 
students were adults, and of the adults, 
two-thirds were women. Most of the 
adult men and women were English 
Language Learners. These adult 
students want to learn to communicate 
in English, to read, write, and learn 
math needed to become successful in 
school, get jobs, and strive to pass the  
General Educational Development 
(GED) exam.

The staff also served 50 youth, grades 
K - 12 (seven in high school). Except 
for eight students, the children 
were from Somali, Sudanese, and 
Vietnamese families new to the 
United States. Some children 
were born here and some were in 
this country for only a year. A few 
performed at a high academic level in 
their classes, but most were struggling 
in school as their parents didn’t 
know English very well themselves. 
The variety of cultures present in the 
Learning Center includes Sisters from 
other countries.  During the past year, 
a SSND postulant from Argentina 
and six Sisters from several religious 
communities in Vietnam participated 

in classes.

During this past school year, 
18 SSNDs were helping at the 
Learning Center including 
Sister Dorothy Zeller and 
Sister Richarde’ Marie Wolf 
who were on salary. The other 
Sisters were volunteers.  Their 
contributed services ranged 
from teaching one to 15 hours 

Seated: Sisters June Marie Tacheny (’54); 
Mary Sue Berg (’64) Standing: Sisters Joann 
McMahon (’54); Lucille Dehen (’52) and 
Sister Dorothy Zeller, Learning Center 
Director. Sisters Joann and Lucille are past 
Learning Center Directors.
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a week. The Center also had seven lay staff, of which five 
were paid, from two to 12 hours weekly. The other two lay 
staff members were men who volunteered between two and 
six hours per week.  The fee for tutoring is $25 per hour 
with scholarships available if an application is submitted 
with verification of financial need.  

The Learning Center has also grown to include the 
REFUGEE OUTREACH PROGRAM which was initiated 
in 2012 to provide in-home English language and practical 
living skills to refugee women unable to attend classes due 
to lack of transportation or care of family members. Their 
vision is to provide refugee women with enough English 
language skills to participate fully in their family life and 
in the social, economic and civic life of the Mankato 
community.

Sister Dorothy Zeller, current Director of the Learning 
Center, brings a great academic background as well as years 
of teaching and administrative experience to her position. 
She has a BA in Elementary Education from Mount Mary 
University in Milwaukee, WI, and a MA in Catholic School 
Leadership from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
MN. Sister Dorothy taught primary grades for many years, 
and was an elementary principal for 25. She began her 
teaching years at Holy Rosary School in North Mankato, 
and then ministered in Iowa, Washington, North Dakota, 
and Arizona. Since becoming the director in August of 
2014, she has found that she is learning so much from 
the staff and the students at the Learning Center. Sister 
stated, “The variety of cultures we serve is certainly an 
enriching experience. Teaching adults just beginning to 
read brings back memories of teaching beginning readers 
at Holy Rosary in North Mankato. As School Sisters of 
Notre Dame we claim the charism of Mother Theresa 
Gerhardinger, foundress of the SSNDs, who sent Sisters 
to the United States to teach the children of German 
immigrants. We are honored to continue in her footsteps.”

SSNDs who volunteer at the Learning Center include 
Sisters Mary Sue Berg ’64, Lucille Dehen ’52, Jackie Jost 
’63, Rita Ann Kipka, Anita Kolles ’52, Rose Marie Krebs, 
Marilyn McCue ’54, Joanne McMahon ’54, Therese Marie 
Merth, Mary Donald Miller, Cathryn O’Donnell, Helen 
Robeck, Marcene Schlosser ’56, Helen Stejskal, Loretta 
Strobel ’60, June Marie Tacheny ’54, Bernelle Taube ’50 
and Therese Ann Zanmiller.  Sister Edna Lanners helps 
with child care.

Sources:
Sister Dorothy Zeller, Learning Center Director (507-389-4229) 
and the website:  www.gclearningcenter.org

Glimpse from
     the Past 
The Alumnae Board unearthed the 
contents of two boxes of trophies 
earned by GCA students that were 
stored in the Alumnae Office and 
decided to use the trophies as table 
decorations for Homecoming 2018.  
The largest trophy stands 24 inches 
high and is quite impressive. (See 
photo. CD is included at bottom 
left of trophy for size comparison.) 
Good Counsel Academy was awarded this trophy for winning 
first place for total points per person in collecting used domestic 
and foreign postage stamps in a contest conducted by the Jesuit 
Scholastics of St. Louis University of St. Louis, MO.  The GCA 
students won the contest for the school years 1951-52 through 
1954-55.  In 1953, Good Counsel came in at three and a half 
million total points, almost two million ahead of Notre Dame 
High in St. Louis.

Some of us remembered collecting stamps to raise money for the 
foreign missions but were unclear how it worked.  We searched 
issues of Echoes from these years to see if we could learn more 
about this contest.  We learned that the trophy was a traveling 
trophy for three consecutive wins, but became a permanent 
trophy with the fourth consecutive win in 1954-55. Cancelled 
stamps were cut from envelopes, sorted and counted for points.  
In 1952, point values were as follows: Duck stamps, 30; pre-
cancelled, 6; commemorative, 5; foreign, 3; and all others, 2. 
This gives you an idea of how many stamps were needed to earn 
three and a half million total points or 12,258 points in the 
points per person division.

Individual students accumulated amazing numbers of points: 
The May 1953 Echoes honored Verona Hackenmueller for 
her total of 64,104 points and Marianne Heimanns and Mary 
Moylan for each scoring nearly 50,000 points.  Students had 
friends and family members collecting stamps and sending them 
to Good Counsel. For example, as described in the May 1951 
Echoes, three boxes of stamps from Mary Pat Duffy’s cousin in 
Illinois totaled approximately 28,000 points!  Unfortunately, 
it reached Mary Pat a half hour after the 4:30 deadline for the 
quarterly contest and had to be held over to the next quarter.

Used stamps are still being collected by some churches to sell 
in bulk to stamp dealers who then sell large quantities of used 
stamps to stamp collectors. For our alumnae who graduated in 
the fifties, this glimpse from the past may remind them of their 
efforts to win a national contest and help support the missions.

Learning CenTer continued from page 1.
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Our 2018
gOOD COUnSeL aLUMnae

Award Recipients
Alumnae Award winners receive a $100.00 check to 
be sent to the charity of their choice.
Sister Corrine Dahlheimer, ’56, requested her check be 
sent to Reiser Relief, Inc. in Coon Rapids, MN.  Their mis-
sion is to partner with existing organizations in Haiti with 
ministries that include the needy elderly.  They also work 
with organizations to improve education, employment, and 
agriculture.  

Mary Jane Steinhagen, ’64, requested her check be sent to 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame and be designated for edu-
cation of immigrants.  This would include the work of the 
Learning Center which is described on the front page of this 
newsletter. This reinforces her mantra that people should 
not be forgotten by their church.

gOOD COUnSeL
aLUMnae aWarD 

nOMinaTiOn FOrM

Nominee’s Name: (First, Maiden, Last)

__________________________________________________

Class ___________ Phone ___________________________

Email _____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________

How long have you known the nominee? _____________

When was your most recent contact? ________________

__________________________________________________

On a separate paper, please describe how the 
nominee has shown significant contribution to their 
family, church, community, chosen profession or 
promoting Catholic education and how they have 
exemplified the highest and best traditions of Good 
Counsel Academy.  We will contact the Nominee for 
more detailed information.  Each award winner will 
receive a check for $100 to be given to the charity 
of their choice. 

Name: (First, Maiden, Last)

__________________________________________________

Class ___________ Phone ___________________________

Email _____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________

Note: Nominator must give her name to validate entry.
(If you want your name to be kept confidential, please 
check here (          ).  

Nominations due November 30, 2018.
Mail or email to:

Good Counsel Alumnae Award
GCA Alumnae Office

170 Good Counsel Drive
Mankato, MN 56001

gcalumnae@ssndcp.org

LEARNING CENTER FUNDRAISER

Shrimpin’ on the Hill
Saturday, September 15, 2018

Good Counsel Hill – Conference Center
6 P.M. Social followed by dinner and auction

Music by
Mary Guentzel Quintet

$40.00 per person -  casual attire
Advance ticket purchases only

Purchase tickets online at
tinyurl.com/y8fbqxtu
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With the generosity of our Good Counsel Alumnae, our financial picture 
continues to improve.  During this fiscal year, we have had an increased number 
of alumnae pay their dues, many adding an extra $20 to pay the dues for another 
unknown alum who is not in a position to pay her own dues, and we have 
also received generous donations towards our Coordinator’s Fund and general 
operating fund.  A brief look at the activity during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2018 shows the following activity:

gCa alumnae association Financial report

Balance forward.............................................................................. $ 17,615.90

  income

  Operating Fund .......................................................... $ 8,702.00
   (Dues and Additional Donations)

  Coordinators Fund ...................................................  $ 2,230.00
   (All donations)

  Homecoming Registration ......................................... $ 2,250.00

  Other Misc. Income ................................................... $ 770.00

              Total income ............... $ 13,952.00

 expenses

  ReEchoes .................................................................... $ 4,701.37

   (Printing & Postage for Fall 2017 .........$2,112.57)

   (Printing & Postage for Spring 2018 ...$2,588.80)

  Coordinator’s Salary .................................................. $ 5,315.65

  Homecoming Expenses .............................................. $ 1,806.96

  Other Misc. Operating Expenses ............................... $ 924.55

   Total expenses ............. $ 12,748.53

net for Fiscal Year + $1,203.47

ending Balance  ..............................................................................$ 18,819.37
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We are grateful to all who made extra donations and helped us cover our 
expenses.  This allowed us to continue to provide the services enjoyed from the Alumnae 
Association, including the Fall and Spring issues of ReEchoes, Masses for the deceased 
alumnae, our annual contribution to the SSND Auxiliary and organizing the annual 
Homecoming gathering in April.  Let’s take a closer look at how we were able to end the 
fiscal year on the positive side.

•	238 alumnae paid their dues

•	59 alumnae paid dues for another unknown alum unable 
to pay her own dues

•	59 alumnae made an extra donation to the 
Coordinator’s Fund

•	92 alumnae made an extra donation to help cover 
operating expenses

•	10 alumnae gave a donation in the form of a memorial

This past year memorials were received in memory of classmates who had died and 
also in honor of parents who sacrificed to send their daughters to Good Counsel.  
What a kind gesture!

For one of the memorials we received this past spring, the donor requested that 
the money be used for the good of the alumnae association.  In considering how 
best to utilize this money, the officers decided to pay it forward.  We suspect there 
may be some alumnae who would like to come to Homecoming but choose not to 
because the $35 cost for registration and alumnae dues is an added burden that 
does not fit into their tight budget.  If any member of our alumnae association 
feels this describes her situation, we would like to help in a small way by using the 
memorial money to pay for these expenses.  There will be a special box to check on 
the Homecoming Registration form to take advantage of this offer.

It is at the annual homecoming reunion where so many classmates 
are able to reconnect and celebrate their shared Good Counsel roots, 
the memories they made together, the friendships that developed and 
the bonds that have grown throughout the years.  We would not want 
anyone to miss out on this opportunity to reconnect.  So please take 
advantage of this confidential offer if it would help you come back for 
Homecoming.

We want you to participate in the celebration!
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gOOD COUnSeL rOOTS -

Intertwining Our Lives
Come to Homecoming 2019!

Come join your classmates for Homecoming 2019.  Please 
mark your calendar for Sunday, April 28, 2019 and plan to 
enjoy a day on Good Counsel Hill with former classmates 
and teachers.  Contact members of your class and make 
plans to get together.

The classes of 1934, 1939, 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 
1969, 1974, & 1979 will celebrate their anniversary 
reunions.

Please contact the Good Counsel Alumnae Office at 
gcalumnae@ssndcp.org or 507-389-4279 if you are willing to 
serve as a class representative for your anniversary class.

Homecoming schedule of events:
 9:30 a.M. registration (Our Lady of good Counsel Campus)

 11:00 a.M.   Mass (Our Lady of good Counsel Chapel)

 12:15 P.M.   Luncheon

 1:30 P.M. Visiting former teachers, tours of new and old 
academy, spending time with classmates and 
reminiscing over photos.

We are looking forward to seeing you in April!

Did you know?
…that every month, a Mass is offered in the Good Counsel 
Chapel for the intentions of the living and deceased alumnae 
and their families?
…that on November 2nd of each year, GCA Alumnae that have 
died during the year are included in an SSND family Memorial 
Service in the Good Counsel Chapel?
…That invitations to attend this service will be sent to the 
nearest survivor for whom an address can be located?
…YOU can help by notifying the Alumnae office when you hear 
of an Alumna who has passed away.

Homecoming 2019 
Class Representatives

1954
Sister Helen Marie Plourde
1606 Hillcrest Ave
St Paul, MN 55116
651-590-5202
H9m9p@usfamily.net

Sister rita Jirik
222 Wentworth Ave W, Apt 203
W St. Paul, MN 55118
651-450-9012
ritamj@juno.com

1964
Diane nowacki Schmiek
18615 470th Ave
Easton, MN 56025
507-787-2553
schimek@bevcomm.net

1969
Barbara Willaert alders
1875 Victoria St N.
Roseville, MN 55113 
651-488-5346
Barbara.alders@gmail.com

1974 
Julie Drummer Schoettler
1901 Lancelot Ln
North Mankato, MN 56003
507-387-2177

We still need class representatives 
for the 1949, 1959, and 1979 
classes.

Come to the Hill for 
Homecoming 2019 to celebrate 
your class reunions, and leave 
the planning to the Alumnae 
Association!

A beautiful Mass is celebrated 
in the Good Counsel Chapel 
and a room is reserved for each 
anniversary class to visit and get 
reacquainted. Tables are reserved 
by class for the luncheon.

if you have any questions, please 
contact the alumnae Office at 

gcalumnae@ssndcp.org or
507-389-4279
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Deceased Alumnae
 Class  Date of Death 

1937 Sister M. Laura Schmitt 5/7/2018
1941 Dorothy Soutar Struck 1/29/2017
1942 Marie Bulfer Lenort several years ago
1942 Doris Voss Weber 4/2/2018
1943 Sister Karen Lay 3/27/2018
1944 Sister Lorraine Mosso 7/4/2018
1946 Martha Smolka Anderson 10/25/2015
1948 Ruth Tuma 2011
1949 Sister Mary Jo Trombley 8/11/2018
1949 Elizabeth VanThuyne Miller 2/14/2018
1952 Sister Mary Butzer (Margaret Marie) 7/9/2018
1954 Mary Ziegler Welker 3/12/2018
1955 Lois Haefner Prange 5/10/2018
1957 Jeanette Deuser Winiarski 3/1/2018
1957 Florence Artist Wagener 6/9/2018
1961 Mary Jacobe Adams 8/7/2018
1963 Gail Brakke Nolan Jude 10/11/2017
1963 Mary Brandenburger Rademacher 9/11/2017
1964 Kathleen Hendley Hurley 6/18/2018
1966 Mary Walser Tatarek 6/14/2018
1968 Margaret Adelman Orthmeyer 2006

A Message from
Sister Marion Welter ’50,
Good Counsel Auxiliary Moderator

Dear gC graduates!
This spring a major move took place for us School Sisters of 
Notre Dame.  After much planning, a decision was made to 
move all the archival information relating to the history and 
deceased lives of the School Sisters of Notre Dame from the 
United States and Canada to a central site. Selected for the 
site was our own Mount Mary University in Milwaukee, WI. 
After several years of preparation the materials were re-located, 
and a dedication event took place in early June.  Now and into 
the future individuals will be able to do research and view the 
files of over 9,000 deceased sisters. Also included are many 
documents relating to our extensive history in catholic school 
education since coming to America in 1848.  Among the 
materials are some pertaining to Good Counsel Academy and 
the Good Counsel Alumnae Association. Other materials will 
be forwarded at a later time. Checking the SSND website will 
give you more information, www.ssnd.org. 

I take this opportunity to thank many of you for your 
engagement as an Active or Supportive member in the 
Good Counsel Auxiliary.  Some members support the 
sisters by coming on Friday mornings and enjoying coffee 
and conversation.  Some assist with craft activities and bring 
special treats for holidays.  Others give financial support for 
the purchasing of items of need.   

There is a form below that begins or renews your membership 
in the Good Counsel Auxiliary.  The Auxiliary has given 
support in various ways for 32 years. What a history! The 
sisters in health care thank you for all your loving support!

May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to guide us!
Gratefully,
Sister Marion Welter, Good Counsel Auxiliary Moderator

 gOOD COUnSeL aUxiLiarY

 ___________________________________________
First/Maiden/Last Name

 ___________________________________________
Address

 ___________________________________________
City/State/Zip

Please make your checks out to good Counsel auxiliary.

Phone _______________________________________

___Active membership - $5.00
___Supportive Membership - $10.00

Questions? Contact: Sister Marion Welter, 507-389-4200,
170 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001, 
mwelter@ssndcp.org

with the most beautiful 
blessings from God.
Birthdays of Sisters age 90-100

Oct. 3 Mary Tacheny
Oct. 8 Maris Stella Waselak
Oct. 17 Beth Haltiner
Nov. 4 Miriam Saumweber
Nov. 7 Mary Joyce Pietsch
Nov. 23 M. Lucia Aschenbrener
Dec. 10 Mary Lauren Spence
Dec. 24 M. Noel Ewald
Jan. 25 Francis Clare Schares
Feb. 8 Mary Donald Miller
Feb. 26 Mary Dominic Klaseus
Mar. 13 Rose  Schwab
Mar. 24 M. Claudette Hudalla
Mar. 29 Alice Zachmann
Apr. 19 Joan Kettler
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1942
evelyn Mans Pierce Johnson, New Brighton, MN - I lost 
my first husband to cancer and have been married to Grant 
Johnson for 25 years.  (Have been married 70 years but it 
has taken two men to do it) 

1945
irma Marschall Bogdan, Hastings, MN - Irma’s sister, 
Madonna, wrote that Irma is now living in the memory 
care unit at the Regina Retirement Center in Hastings.

1947
rose Dearborn russell, 
Sparks, NV - I have moved 
from Spokane, WA which 
was my home since 1954 
and where we raised our 
eight children, to the Reno 
area.  My husband died in 
2014 and my children are all 
scattered, with three of them 
here in the Reno area, plus 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren—22 in all plus 
spouses.

Jeanette graves Marka, 
Mankato, MN - My family 
has a long history with 
Alumnae.  My sister, 
Corinne Graves Biedscheid 
(deceased), class of 1943, 
graduated and her two 
daughters, Gwen and Gail 
also graduated from GCA.

I have been active with my class, and have four girls, 
Sandra ’68, Nora ’72, Barbara ’75, and Connie ’78 who are 
Alumnae.  Wow!!

1939 - The Living rosary

1939 - gertrude Ulmen, esther Zellmer, Sister alberta, Dorothy 
Finnegan

1939
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1948
Patricia richtsmeier Schmitt, Churdan, IA - Our family 
circle lost a major link last August when my husband, Paul, 
died from an unusual complication after hip surgery.  Our 
faith gives us hope and support.  We will carry on.  I’ve 
stayed on our farm.  Our six children and families visit 
often.  I have many good memories from high school years 
at Good Counsel Academy.  Greetings to the class of 1948!

Mary Therese Willette Studer, Mankato, MN - I am 
thankful for my family – five 
girls and one boy which has 
grown to 16 grandchildren 
living across the USA!  Now 
known as GGMary T. to 13 
great-grandchildren!  God 
has Blessed me!

1949
Marjorie arnst O’reilly, 
New Hope, MN - Many of 
us are at the stage in life 
where we do not take good 
health for granted.  I had just finished rehab from a second 
stroke when I fell and broke my arm.  I am now back in my 
apartment with supportive help.  Thankfully we learned 
the power and the necessity of prayer in our lives at Good 
Counsel.  My prayers are with you all, especially those who 
are encountering daily health challenges.

1950
Madonna Marschall Larsen, Hastings, MN - Things are 
much the same for myself but my sister, Irma Marschall 
Bogdan, class of 1945, is now in memory care at the Regina 
Retirement center in Hastings.  She was 90 year old in 
January.

1951
Sister Patricia Frost SSnD, Mankato, MN - I’m happily co-
directing SSND Associates in the MN/ND area.  They are 
wonderful women and men who keep me inspired!

1952
Mary Jirik raney, Northfield, MN - I was delighted at 
the birth of my first two great-grandchildren in the past 
year.  Benjamin Noah was born March, 2017 and Eva Rey 
November, 2017.  I am enjoying the new title of “G.G. 
Mary”.

1953
Dolores iffert russell, Madelia, MN - I married Marie 
Russell’s (’53) brother, Dick Russell in 1955.  We have four 
children, seven grandchildren, two step-grandchildren and 
two step-great-grandchildren.  I have been an organist and 
choir director at St Mary’s Church in Madelia for about 

40 years.  I farmed with my 
husband until retirement 
in 1995.  My husband died 
in 2008.  I stay involved 
in various church and 
community activities.  Praise 
God from whom all blessings 
flow.

Marion Strobel Helget, 
Shakopee, MN - Myron and 
I just celebrated our 40th 
wedding anniversary at the 

Arboretum.  Both of us are retired and in good health 
having the best years of our lives !!!!

Pat Lieb, Burnsville, MN - Retirement includes the 
blessings of ongoing social life with former GC classmates 
met in 1949 who now live in the general area – Marion 
Strobel Helget, Dee Swanson, Eileen Welsh, Mary Felix 
and Sister Carmelle Malerich.

1954
irene Stevermer Mikkalson, Burnsville, MN - See you all 
in 2019, okay?  I love reading ReEchoes, so many family 
names I recognize.  Congratulations to Sister Corrine.  I 
was a charter member of Epiphany.

1944
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1958
Margaret Siebenaler 
Vevang - Dickie, Rochester, 
MN - I retired from 44 
years of teaching English 
as a Second Language.  I 
have six children and 
seven grandchildren, from 
23 years to four months 
old!  I am teaching Bible 
at two churches and have a 
student from Puerto Rico.  
Good Counsel Academy 
and the Sisters gave me 
a fantastic start in life!  
How can it be that 60 years have passed since our GCA 
graduation?  I am trusting God that the next years will 
be blessed.  Love my fellow graduates – always have, and 
always will.

rose Marie goerger Werner, Dundas, MN - Life is busy 
with three grandchildren, quilting, gardening when I can, 
and publishing my second book on quilt designs.  Because 
of my research on 20th Century quilt designs, I have 
several speaking engagements each year in various parts of 
the Midwest.  Who would have thought I’d be doing that 
in my 70’s?

Bernadine Callahan Johnson, Pipestone, MN - We lost 
our son, Craig, age 52.  He has 4 grown children, 10 
grandchildren; in all a wonderful, faith-filled family, just 
like he was.  He will be  missed.

1957
Mary eckes Fox, Sun City West, AZ - Four classmates – 
class of 1957 – Held a mini-reunion on April 27, 2018 at 
BJ’s Restaurant in Phoenix, AZ.  Present were Julie Dietz 
Loney, Maricopa, AZ - Suzanne Mattingly Parker, Sun City, 
AZ; Mary Eckes Fox, Sun City West, AZ; Marilyn Schuck 
Freeman, Gilbert, AZ.  Julie and Suzanne had not seen 
each other since 1957.  Mary and Suzanne became widows 
in 2015 within a month of each other.  It was a long, fun 
lunch visit.
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1961
Veronica (roni) Schoch Weber, Dickinson, 
ND  (3/3/18) - I am checking to see if this will 
go through to former classmates. To those who 
still have the current listed email.  I am Veronica 
(Schoch) Weber ( Phronie in those days, Roni in 
these days). I have not been back to GCA for many 
years. I lost my husband (Tony) to cancer on Nov. 
2nd of this past year-2017.  Am retired as RN of 42 
yrs.  Have no children, live alone. Hope to make 
it back to Mankato at one of the next reunions. I 
weigh 96 lbs., have never grown up in other words. 
Still 4 ft. 9 1/2 inches, and have never dyed my hair but 
some grey shines in. Received these Valentine flowers two 
weeks ago from a dear neighbor; she knows I have some 
lonesome days now. God Bless you all. 

Maria Latessa Drackert, Shoreview, MN (3/5/18) - Hi, 
Roni (aka Veronica Schoch Weber, when we went to 
school)

First of all, let me offer my 
deepest sympathy on the loss 
of your husband. I believe I 
spoke to you on the phone 
around the time of our 
50th class Reunion but your 
husband was not in good 
health then, plus you had 
quite a distance to travel.  

Some of our classmates, 
I think it may have been 
Lucy Forster, established a 
Facebook page for us GCA 
Alumnae for our 50th class 
reunion.   Facebook is easy to 
use.  Go to Facebook.com, and in a Search line, type: Good 
Counsel Academy Class of 1961.  I am happy to say, the 
page has continued since with entries every now and then 
from some of us.  I never used Facebook until then and I 
found it to be fun to read.  Hard to believe after all these 
years, we still keep in touch. You’d be surprised!

Let’s hope you can make our 60th (wow) which is 
approaching in a few years.  And I sincerely hope that 
Spring will lighten your grief and sorrow.

1963
gretchen Krautkremer anderson, Minneapolis, MN - I 
have been blessed with a wonderful husband and two 
beautiful daughters and a son who is so much like his 
father.  They say the apple does not fall far from the tree.  
Retirement is great and we should have done it a long time 
ago, if only we had known.

Catherine Colby Bishop, 
Frankfort, MI - Our 
granddaughter, Payton, is being 
Confirmed on this particular April 
Sunday.  I surely will miss our 
55th reunion –seeing as many as 
possible is always fun – No one 
changes, one bit!  Blessings always, 
Cathy.

Sister Mary anne Schaenzer, 
Anoka, MN - I am currently 
Pastoral Care Director at St. 
Stephen’s in Anoka

Dorothy Kallhoff adelman, Bellingham, MN - Can’t 
believe it will be four years on May 29, 2014, that my 
husband passed away.  Life changes, but I continue to live 
on our farm which my son farms the land and feeds cattle.  
I love going to watch my grandsons play baseball and 
basketball.  I was blessed with my first great-granddaughter 
on May 29.
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Pam Peterson Willaert, Mankato, MN - We have four 
children and four grandsons.  I have been a stay-at-
home-mom for 17 years.  I taught Preschool for 25 ½ 
years at a Christian School.  I am semi-retired now and 
my husband and I love vacations now that he is fully 
retired.

Dorothy Bauer Waltz, West St. Paul, MN - I attended 
GC through my junior year and still get together with 
classmates regularly. I have degrees in Accounting and 
Human Resource Management.  I worked in the finance 
industry till retirement in 2012.  We built a second 
home in Mesa, AZ where my husband and I spend our 
winters.  I have two single sons.

Mary ann Kuhn, SSnD, Gibbon, MN - Currently I 
am serving as a parish minister in four communities in 
western MN, (Winthrop, Gibbon, Fairfax, and Franklin) 
I love working in the rural area, ministering to and with 
people deeply rooted in the land and committed to 
their faith.  Besides ministering to the elderly and the 
sick, I also serve in areas of RCIA, Baptism preparation, 
Liturgy, Social Concerns, Area musicians, Parish 
visitors.  I feel blessed by the people of these parishes 
and this geographic area.  They give me courage and 
hope as we continue to be Christ for one another and 
reach out to all in need, whether near or far.

1968
Louise Blissenbach Stemp, Chatfield, MN - I have 
numerous memories of my GCA days.  One year in the 
old building and three in the new building.  Some of 
them are living in Scheid Hall with cold, cold water, 
hanging clothes on the porch, study halls, daily Mass, 
playing tricks on one another.  The new building brought 
much improved dorms with 2-4 in a room.  Classes were 
challenging as I recall and there was always homework.  
My favorite extra-curricular activity was journalism.  I 
remember Sister Timothy giving us our first assignment –
describe a paper clip. Wow!!  Pepfests provided great class 
and school spirit – even as Freshmen, we practiced being 
‘chefs’ outside on the tennis courts!  It was supposed to 
be a big secret!
Good Counsel gave me a great foundation for my life – 
academically, socially, spiritually and always a concern for 
others.  Remember the 25 mile walks for hunger?
Most importantly is that the friendships have been and 
are a continued treasure and gift.  I am humbled and 
grateful.

Cheryl Jaeger Sutter, Cleveland, MN - I am living the 
good life on an area lake with my husband of 48 years, 
Bob.  I’m a retired dental hygienist with three grown kids, 
Jess, Christian, and Emily.  They have blessed us with 
four grandkids, Nolan, Lilly, Ethan and Eloise.

Kathleen Curran gilman, Eagan, MN - I loved my years 
at GCA and made wonderful friends.

1969 - Sister Mary Howard
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1969
Cathy Hansen, Gold Canyon, AZ 
- I am a retired elementary teacher, 
nine years in Hutchinson, MN and 
30 years in Mesa, AZ.  I live in Gold 
Canyon, AZ now.

Janice Zoelle Seys, Waseca, MN - 
Travel is a top priority now as we 
are empty nesters.  Usually tour 
through Europe.  I work as a Nurse 
Practitioner with the VA, part time.  
Stan and I have two children – Chad 
has PHD in Computer Science and 
Trisha – Pharm MD.  We have four 
grandchildren, ages 8-4 years.  Life has 
been good and fast paced.

Michelle Keane, Lake Elmo, MN - I 
retired after 38 years of teaching.

1971
Joan Dauffenbach nichols, Otsego, 
MN - My husband Richard and I are 
both retired and live in rural Otsego, 
MN.  We enjoy the wildlife and 
establishing a field of wild flowers and 
grasses.  We also have dogs.

Susan guillemette Conde, Forest 
Lake, MN - I’ve been living in Lino 
Lakes for 35 years. I’ve been retired for 
about 5 years from the State of MN in 
Finance.

1973
Theresa Tieben Schlosser-green, 
Delano, MN - I had 11 children, one 
step son, and two kids we adopted.  
Life is busy; life is good.  I hope and 
pray all my GCA friends are happy 
and well.  Sisters Dora and Danielle 
always called us Honey Bubbles.  
And depending on the tone or the 
loudness, you knew you were in 
trouble.
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Homecoming Memories

1951
Sister Patricia Frost, SSnD, Mankato, MN -
Our 50th and 60th were joyful celebrations as we re-
connected over the years.  It is a gift to share our shared 
stories and our personal journeys.

Maxine embacher griffin, Mankato, MN -
My joy at the 40th and 50th reunions was to see so many 
classmates after all these years.  

1954
rita Jirik, West St Paul, MN -
The year I received the Good Counsel Alumnae Award, 
2015, was a great but humbling honor for me.

1953
rosemary Bach Valentas, Houston, TX -
I will sadly miss seeing and chatting with Sister Honora 
as I sorely missed Sister Elisabeth last time I 
was on the Hill.

1963
gretchen Krautkremer 
anderson, Minneapolis, MN -
All homecomings have been a big 
impact on my life, getting together 
with classmates and roommates to 
talk about the good times, especially 
the boarders who we lived with.  It 
was the best of times and wonderful, 
crazy memories of special ladies in my 
life.

1969
Janice Zoelle Seys - Waseca, MN -
I liked seeing the classmates and sharing 
memories and good food and drink.

1971
Joan Dauffenbach nichols, Otsego, MN -
In 2016 classmates from the class of 1971 toured our 
old school and shared many fond memories.

Above: Mary Helen Galler 
Kennedy, Sister Pat Frost

Left: Margaret Shaw Ayers, Carol 
Schmit Orcutt, Sister Pat Frost

Sister Irene Dohmen, Sister Esther Wagner

Mona Will

We reserve the right to edit submitted material as necessary for space and clarity.
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We Want to Hear From You…   

First/Maiden/Last _____________________________________________________________________ Class ___________________

Address ____________________________________________  City/ST/Zip ______________________________________________

Please update your phone numbers

Preferred Phone _______________________________________ Is this phone # a                  or a            ?  (Please Circle)

                  ____________________________________________

MAILBAG - Please share news about your life.  Information will be printed in ReEchoes.  (Attach paper if needed.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOMECOMING MEMORY - Please share a special Homecoming memory - no matter which anniversary! Information will be 
printed in ReEchoes.  (Attach paper if needed.) ____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Please make your checks payable to:  GOOD COUNSEL ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION  

______________  Donation for Alumnae Coordinator  

______________   $20.00 Membership/ReEchoes (July 1 - June 30)  

______________  Additional contribution to support the Good Counsel Alumnae Association

______________  Total Amount Enclosed. Thank you for your contribution! 

Questions?  If you have any questions regarding the ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION, please contact:

Alumnae Office at gcalumnae@ssndcp.org
Phone:  507-389-4279

170 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN  56001-3138

We invite the 
community to 
explore the 
richness and 
talents of the 
sisters.
Enjoy time reconnecting 
with the sisters while 
visiting the Apple Pie Café, 
the Wood Carving Studio, 
Ceramic Haven and garage 
sale.

8:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

Don’t miss more than 30 booths featuring:
Breads and Bakery • Jams and Jellies • Salsa and Soups 

Fair Trade Coffee • Ceramics, Crafts and Quilts 
Soaps and Fused Glass • Plants • Jewelry

170 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN

SAve the DAte! Saturday, October 13, 2018
Good Counsel
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gOOD COUnSeL aLUMnae
OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL CAMPUS
170 GOOD COUNSEL DRIVE
MANKATO, MN 56001-3138

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

echoes Staff 1944

gOOD COUnSeL rOOTS -
Intertwining Our Lives

See you at Homecoming!
Sunday, april 28, 2019

BOarD MeMBerS:

Mona James Will ’73
President

Nora Keenan ’62
Vice President

Mary Dauffenbach Zellmer ’69
Treasurer

Dolores Wanzek Portz ’60
Alumnae Coordinator


