
Learning in Style School (LIS), St. Paul, is happy to announce that Sister Judy 
Bakula, SSND, our receptionist and office administrator for the past six years, 
was one of three individuals in the state of Minnesota to be given the Minnesota 
Literacy Council award for excellence in volunteer engagement. The award 
recognizes individuals who foster a culture and climate that is supportive of 
volunteers in adult literacy programs. Connie Gleason, CSJ, with the help of 
other LIS staff members, nominated Sister Judy for the award.  
 
Among Sister Judy’s diverse responsibilities is that of directing and coordinating 
our Volunteer Program. Her work includes recruiting, interviewing, placing and 
overall scheduling and monitoring of volunteers. These volunteers are integral to 
our work as they bring their own remarkable experience and willingness to pitch 
in where needed. Volunteers at LIS this year spent 2281 hours!  
 
Sister Judy has a unique way of coordinating our program to give each volunteer 
an opportunity to choose where he or she feels most comfortable. Volunteers 
begin by getting the feel of the school and determining how their own skills and 
experience may “fit.” To determine this fit, each volunteer spends time in all 
classrooms, observing and participating. Sister Judy makes sure volunteers are 
placed where they are comfortable.   
 
Sister Judy is always thankful for the services our volunteers provide, and she 
lets them know that they are valued by her words and actions. She greets the 
volunteers when they come in, having a name badge ready for them and a sign-
in book. During the annual Volunteer Appreciation Week, she makes sure there 
are gifts and special treats for them in the break room. She puts great time and 
thought into their gifts. Additionally, she commemorates their efforts in our 
yearbook. 
 
As we stated on our application, “Our school has been blessed to have Judy. Her 
ability to wear so many hats and her positive attitude contribute to the warm 
atmosphere in our school that keeps both students and volunteers coming back 
year after year. Judy does all her work graciously and patiently. She is the heart 
and soul of our community, and keeps everything running smoothly. Whether 
inside or out, Judy creates an atmosphere at Learning in Style where ‘All are 
Welcome.’” 
 
We are proud to acknowledge that Judy makes it possible for the staff at LIS and 
all involved with our school to do their jobs better and easier and we are 
delighted with her award. 
 
 
Submitted by Agnes Foley, CSJ 
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