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“We hope against all hope 
that, in Jesus’ name, the  
almighty and infinitely  
merciful God will bring this 
work to its desired end….” 
Blessed Theresa Gehardinger, April 29, 1858, Letter #2607

Blessed Theresa believed hope was grounded in a merciful God who 
would protect sisters in their ministries. Today, we live in a world where the 
word hope is bantered around: feeling hopeless…gift of hope…homeless, 
not hopeless…there’s hope....  

In this newsletter, we focus on our sisters who offer hope in their 
ministries. Theresa Living Center and Caroline Family Services provide 
homes and life skills for women and families on their way to a better life.  
Li’l Farm Children’s Home is a temporary home for foster children. And 
meet other sisters as they bring hope to those with whom they minister. 

Your partnership makes it possible for us to be messengers of hope. 
We share our stewardship report that demonstrates your generosity and 
commitment of financial and prayerful support of Theresa’s vision. We 
are grateful to you, our partners in mission. We invite you to our spring 
Women’s Leadership Luncheons, Signature Events and other activities. 

In this, the 180th anniversary of Blessed Theresa’s founding of the 
congregation, we are again “… called and sent to address divisions and 
crises with audacity and hope.” We, like you, are profoundly affected and 
challenged by the many divisions in our world and church today, and by 
the social, economic and ecological crises of our times. Together, may we all 
bring the gift of hope to those around us, in small and deliberate ways. 

May the God of hope strengthen your, and our, resolve to be persons  
of hope.  

School Sisters  
of Notre Dame 
of the Central Pacific Province live 
and minister from coast to coast 
as well as Guam, Nepal, Japan 
and beyond.

Contact the mission advancement
department at missionadv@ssndcp.org. 
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ON THE COVER
Sisters Rita Jirik (left) and Judy Bakula play with one of the children 
who lives at Theresa Living Center in St. Paul, Minn. PHOTO BY DIANNE TOWALSKI
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COMMITTEE

Catherine was nine months 
pregnant. She had a 
2-year-old boy with 
autism and two older 

children not living with her. She had 
a criminal record and problems in 
the past with alcohol. Home was a 
battered women’s shelter. She had 
nowhere else to go. 

“No one would give me a chance,” 
Catherine shared. “The best way I 
know to describe it is, ‘I was ugly on 
paper.’ Without knowing me and see-
ing how determined I was to change 
things, on paper, on a report, I looked 
like someone who didn’t deserve help.

“Others had shot me down. But by 
the grace of God, I found out about 
Caroline Family Services.”

With the help of the staff at  

Caroline Family Services, Catherine 
moved into an apartment and six 
days later, she gave birth to a beauti-
ful baby girl. 

That was in April of 2012. 
Today, Catherine is sober. She 

works part-time as her apartment 
building manager and she attends  
St. Paul College full-time to become 
a diesel truck mechanic. She also 
plans to finish her business manage-
ment degree started long ago and 
hopes to one day become a mechanic 
shop manager. 

Today, she says, she has a roof over 
her head, is raising her two young 
children, can stand on her own two 
feet and is making plans for her future, 
all of which she couldn’t have done 
without Caroline Family Services.

The Backstory 
In 1985, a group of School  

Sisters of Notre Dame gathered in 
St. Paul, Minn., to talk about how 
to celebrate the beatification of 
Mother Theresa Gerhardinger, the 
foundress of the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame, whose main concern 
was to meet the needs of women 
and youth. They talked about the 
increased number of cases of women 
who were homeless or abused. They 
felt the needs of these women were 
not being met. One of the outcomes 
of this conversation was if they 
were to find a way to address this 
problem, they would bring to it an 
SSND educational focus and not 
just a Band-Aid approach.

FROM COMMITTEE TO CONCEPT TO COMPASSION
Stories from Theresa Living Center and Caroline Family Services
By Linda Behrens

Alexis, age 19, came to live at 
Theresa Living Center in late 2013 

when her daughter was a newborn.

PHOTO BY DIANNE TOWALSKI

FEATURE STORY 
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In 1986, Sisters Rita Jirik, SSND 
and Marilyn Orchard, SSND, both 
former principals and teachers, were 
invited to find a place for the pro-
gram, write a plan and find funding 
for the project. They were given a 
car and a monthly stipend of $400. 
They found free housing at a parish. 

In 1987, they formed a non-profit 
and named it Theresa Living Center 
(TLC). They could use St. Casimir 
Convent in a Polish parish on the  
St. Paul East Side staffed by the  
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Rent 
was free but Theresa Living Center 
paid the utilities.

In 1988, the convent was  
rehabbed and rezoned to accept  
12 women. The first woman moved 
in and, before the week was over, 
five more women plus several with 
children. They reached capacity  
and have been consistently filled 
since then. 

In 1999, the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd were downsizing a scat-
tered site program, where partici-
pants lived in apartments, for  
one-parent families. The Theresa 
Living Center board used TLC  
financing to acquire the Good  
Shepherd program and renamed 
it Caroline Family Services (CFS). 
It started with eight families and 
quickly grew to serving 24 families. 

Sisters Rita and Marilyn were  
co-directors of Theresa Living  
Center until Sister Marilyn left in 
1994. Then Sister Judy Bakula, 
SSND, joined Sister Rita. They 
served as co-directors of both  
programs until 2011.

The Result
Theresa Living Center and 

Caroline Family Services in St. Paul, 
Minn., both provide homes for 
women and families on their way to 
a better life.

There is an important transitional 

time between a commitment to 
change and the actual change. For 
women who are striving to reclaim 
their personal worth and dignity, 
this is a critical testing period.

Theresa Living Center and  
Caroline Family Services are  
grounded in the belief that the right 
environment can make the differ-
ence. The programs offer support, 
direction and encouragement to 
women who find themselves in  

difficult situations.
Theresa Living Center is a  

residential home for women with 
or without a child. Caroline Family 
Services is a scattered site transitional 

housing program for women and 
children. It is staffed by case  
managers who assist women in  
their home setting.

Sister Rita is proud that there has 
been a School Sisters of Notre Dame 
commitment to this program,  

FROM COMMITTEE TO CONCEPT TO COMPASSION

Theresa Living Center in St. Paul, Minn., is a residential home for women who find 
themselves in difficult situations.
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COMPASSION

especially from its grassroots begin-
ning. “Our committee saw a specific 
need and acted on it,” she said. 

Both programs are supported 
with funding from School Sisters of 
Notre Dame grants; federal, state 
and foundation sources; and individ-
ual and group donations. They also 
rely on volunteers, many of whom 
are School Sisters of Notre Dame. 

“We couldn’t do it without all of 
that assistance and the support we 
receive from many different areas,” 
Sister Rita said.

And what they do through these 
programs is transformative.

The women who are assisted 
through either Theresa Living 
Center or Caroline Family Services 
most likely were never taught basic 
skills to help them live on their own. 
Many have been dependent on drugs or 
alcohol or were in abusive relationships.

Before the staff at the programs 
can help them, participants are  
expected to commit to improving 
their life through job skills and edu-
cation. They must be in school, in a 
job training program, employed, or 
a combination of work and school. 
They are expected to contribute 
to their housing fee or rent. They 
attend in-service training on topics 

such as budgeting, nutrition, house-
keeping skills and tenant/landlord 
relationships.

“We can take the fear of not 
having a place to sleep off of their 
plates,” said Lucy Zanders, executive 
director of the two programs. “With 
that fear removed and knowing they 
have an address, they can work on 
the things they need to do to stay 
stable. We are a safety net for them, 
so they can move forward.

“They work with case managers 
to help determine where they want 
to be in two years and what it will 
take to get there,” Lucy added. “This 
all works toward helping them take 
the necessary steps to move out on 
their own, to have stability.”

The Outcome
When Catherine began her training 
to become a diesel truck mechanic, 
she felt self-conscious about the 

condition of her teeth. She wanted 
to have dental work done but she 
couldn’t afford it. Caroline Family 
Services paid for the dental work  
upfront but Catherine has paid the 
program back. She now loves to smile!

Catherine said she used to be in 
a lot of trouble. Since being in this 
program and the trust she received 
from the staff, Caroline Family  
Services has helped save her family. 
“They gave me 
a chance,”  
she said.

“When I was 
pregnant and 
in the shelter, 
I prayed so 
much. God 
answered my 
prayers. Now 
I have stability 
and a stronger 
faith. Every 
day that I work 
hard, that is 
one less day we have to struggle.  
I am so grateful.” For more informa-
tion about Theresa Living Center 
and Caroline Family Services, go to  
www.theresalivingcenter.com.

Theresa Living Center and Caroline Family Services
Sisters Rita Jirik and Marilyn Orchard founded the program and are former co-executive directors. Sister Judy Bakula is 
a former co-executive director. Sisters Mary Gen Olin and Paulette Pass currently serve on the board of directors.

Judy Bakula Rita Jirik Mary Gen Olin Marilyn Orchard Paulette Pass

Theresa Living Center 
is named in honor of School Sisters of 
Notre Dame foundress Blessed Theresa 
of Jesus Gerhardinger, to celebrate her 
beatification in 1985.

Caroline Living Center 
is named in honor of Mother Caroline 
Friess, who came to America in 1847 
and led the congregation in North 
America until her death in 1892. 

Lucy Zanders, 
executive director of 
Theresa Living Center & 
Caroline Family Services

School Sisters of Notre Dame
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God’s call to a new ministry 
came via a television broad-
cast and the plea they heard 

for foster parents in Ramsey County 
in Minnesota. At the time, School 
Sisters of Notre Dame Francette 
Malesha and Margaret Roozen were 
ministering with the child care pro-
gram at St. James Parish in St. Paul, 
Minn. With their years of experience 
in caring for and educating children, 
the idea of fostering children reso-
nated with them.

Through discernment and dialog 
with their SSND provincial coun-
cilor, they eventually applied for and 
were accepted as foster care provid-
ers. Initially, they were licensed to 
provide care for one or two children 
at a time, while continuing to work 

in the parish’s child care program.
In the early 1990s, their foster 

care license was expanded to serve 
four children. Sisters Margaret and  
Francette moved to a duplex that  
provided more space and cut back 
on the hours they worked in the  
parish. Soon they realized that it  
was now time to focus only on  
foster care.

The foster children came out 
of situations where adults had not 
properly cared for them. Due to 
neglect and abuse, they needed  
comfort and healing. Very often, 
they could experience unconditional 
love with animals. Sisters Francette 
and Margaret saw the youngsters’ 
positive response to their house pets, 
a dog and some zebra finches.

When their duplex rental was 
scheduled to be demolished due to 
construction of an industrial  
boulevard, it was time to find a new 
home. As they explored the  
possibilities for re-location, the idea 
surfaced about moving to a rural 
setting in order to provide more 
space for the children to run, play 
and learn, as well as to facilitate the 
adoption of more animals. 

With the efforts of many sup-
porters, this ambitious vision became 
a reality with the establishment of 
Li’l Farm Children’s Home, Inc.

Since 1995, Sisters Margaret  
and Francette have cared for nearly 
350 children at Li’l Farm. The  
mission is to give a temporary  
home to children who need a  

Nurturing Children 
      in Need at Li’l Farm

“And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.”  – Matthew 18:5

FEATURE STORY 
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By Mary Conarchy



welcoming and loving environment. 
Every child, from newborn to teen-
ager, is recognized as special and is 
loved unconditionally. 

Li’l Farm offers a child an  
experience of reassuring safety while 
being encouraged to learn, play, be 
responsible and grow in self-esteem. 
The animals – chickens, roosters, 
goats, sheep, a miniature donkey, 
pigs, peacocks, ducks, dogs and  
cats – are present for the child to 
relax with, care for, learn from  
and befriend.

Everyone at Li’l Farm has 
responsibilities. The little children 
help to pick up their toys and the 
older children take on respons- 
ibilities appropriate to their ages  
and abilities.

Both caregivers emphasize that 
the mission of Li’l Farm is accom-
plished through the efforts and  
support of many – especially the 
dedicated board of directors,  
volunteers and contributors. 

“It truly takes the community to 
raise a child,” said Sister Francette. 
She noted how SSND foundress, 

“Blessed Theresa assured us that ‘God 
will provide’ and this has been our 
experience. Once, when three volun-
teers were preparing to build a much-
needed chicken coop, they asked how 
we were going to pay for the materi-
als. Out of the blue, the money was 
donated the following day!” 

“There are countless ways people 
support Li’l Farm,” said Sister  
Margaret. “We are blessed with 
many gifted and generous babysit-
ters. They willingly come to hold 
babies, help babies go to sleep, assist 
children with homework and to be 
‘on duty’ when Francette and I need 
to attend to appointments.”

Many individuals and organiza-
tions have sustained Li’l Farm’s mis-
sion with fundraising efforts, such as 
breakfasts/dinners, bake sales, Vegas 
Nights, craft and gift sales. Neigh-
bors have shared their time and 
talents – tilling the garden; trimming 
goats’ hooves; making repairs around 
the farm; canning, freezing and pre-
paring Li’l Farm’s garden produce; 
and refurbishing rooms in the house.

In their ministry with foster  
children, Sisters Francette and  
Margaret carry on the legacy of 
Blessed Theresa by responding to 
urgent needs. As the prologue of the 
SSND Constitution states: “Through 
the power of the Spirit, we carry out 
this mission particularly through our 
efforts toward unity, our community 
life, our ministry directed toward 
education, our common search for 
and doing God’s will.”

Li’l Farm Children’s Home, Inc.  
is located on a 20-acre hobby farm,  
near Cambridge, Minn., about an 
hour’s drive north of Minneapolis.  
The resident care providers at Li’l  
Farm are licensed by the State of  
Minnesota Department of Human 
Services through Isanti County as a 
children’s foster care home for chil-
dren from birth to 18 years of age.

At Li’l Farm, we believe 
that each child has the 
right to:
• Be unique
• Be loved unconditionally
• Be safe and protected
• Have adult help when needed
• Have health needs met
• Be served good and 
 healthy food
• Receive attention, affection  
 and nurturing
• Be treated with respect
• Be listened to
• Receive guidance
• Enjoy opportunities to learn  
 in school
• Have special needs met
• Have feelings recognized
• Agree and disagree 
 with others
• Play and have fun

Every child deserves the 
best efforts of responsible 
caregivers to be kept safe 
from every type of harm.

“There are countless 
ways people support 
Li’l Farm.”

Francette MaleshaMargaret RoozenSchool Sisters of Notre Dame
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PHOTO COURTESY OF NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC REPORTER, ZOE RYAN

Sister Margaret Roozen at Li’l Farm
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SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME HELP 
women and children ‘at risk’ in many ways…

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

… as a support process for 
former women prisoners

Let’s Start in St. Louis began 
in 1989 when Sister Jackie 
Toben, SSND, and three formerly 
incarcerated women began meeting 
informally. Since that time, Let’s 
Start has developed a support process 
for women in transition. 

Women coming out of prison 
immediately face a number of  
challenges: housing, education,  
employment, dysfunctional families 
or addictions. They are faced 
with overwhelming demands that 
often leave them feeling alone and 
powerless. Let’s Start is a process 
dedicated to assisting women in 
transition from prison life to  
society. It is unique in that it 
is coordinated by women who 
themselves have been through the 
criminal justice system.

…by offering retreats for 
boys in a juvenile facility

Epiphany Ministries is an  
interdenominational Christian  
ministry for youth in Texas 
correctional institutions. Since 2007,  
Sister Kathleen Eggering, SSND,  
a chaplain, has held 13 Epiphany  
retreats at Krier Juvenile Correc-
tional Treatment Center in San 
Antonio, Texas. These three-day 
Epiphany weekends offer 36 male 
residents ages 13-17 the opportunity 
to experience God’s love. Several 
School Sisters of Notre Dame  
volunteer at these retreats. 

The weekends include skits, 
scripture, prayer, songs of praise and 
talks followed by table discussions 
experienced in “families.” For 
many, family prayer and meals are 
something new. Forgiveness talks 
and a service allow the boys to 
demonstrate their desire to forgive.

Weekends conclude with a “hug 
line” as the boys receive God’s love 
from each adult and are sent out to 
share God’s love.

… by tutoring children, 
many who live in poverty

Rising Stars Volunteer Tutors, 
a supported ministry of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame Central 
Pacific Province, provides more than 

60 tutors for a dozen Milwaukee 
parochial and public schools. These 
volunteers positively influence the 
lives of more than 250 students each 
week. Many children face extreme 
disadvantages because families live at 
a level of poverty 34 percent higher 
than the national average.

The tutoring program is 
committed to partnering with 
teachers to help children reach their 
grade level in reading and math.

Rising Stars tutors are dedicated 
to making a real difference in 
the lives of young people. Tutors 
support students in overcoming 
obstacles to learning and celebrate 
with them as they become successful 
learners. Sister Sylvia Hecht, SSND, 
is the director of the program, 
Sister Sharon Stecker, SSND, is the 
intern director and several sisters are 
volunteer tutors. School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sister Jackie Toben (left)

Prayer chain used at Epiphany retreats. 
Faces are blurred for privacy.

Sister Sylvia Hecht
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Sister Genevieve Cassani prepared a new 
design and layout for republication of The Flowering 
of the Works of God, a booklet of poetry about the life 
experience of Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger by 
the late Sister Maura Eichner, SSND. For details about 

purchasing, contact Sister Gen at gcassani@ssndcp.org.

Sister Michelle Emmerich was asked by 
the Missouri State Advanc-Ed Accreditation 
Association to serve a three-year term on the 
State Advanc-Ed Advisory Council for School 
Accreditation. She meets with a 15-member board 

composed of public and private school superintendents, 
university professors and principals to review and 
recommend school accreditation for 300-plus elementary 
and secondary schools (public and private) in the state  
of Missouri.

Sister Jan Gregorcich, director of Global 
Partners Running Waters, was interviewed twice 
on the Milwaukee Public Television program, 
¡Adelante!, about her experiences in building 

relationships in order to provide food, water and health 
resources in Latin America. Learn more about her ministry 
at www.globalpartnersrunningwaters.org.

Sister Aloyse Hessburg, founder and the first 
chair of Mount Mary University’s fashion department, 
was honored on Oct. 11 at a 50 Years of Fashion 
Reception at the University Club of Milwaukee. She 

received The Gold Needle Award, in recognition of her 
professional excellence and academic contribution in the 
field of fashion design.

On Sept. 20, Sister Mary McGreevy was 
inducted into the Bourgade Catholic Hall of Fame in 
Phoenix, Ariz. The Hall of Fame was established to 
recognize the outstanding achievements of individuals 

who bring distinction, honor and excellence to the 
Bourgade Catholic community.

Congratulations to Sister Carleen Reck, director, 
and the entire staff at Criminal Justice Ministry in  
St. Louis for receiving the 2013 James F. Hornback 
Ethical Humanist of the Year Award, which honors 
a person or an organization for outstanding work in 
improving the human condition. She and Sister Rose 
Rita Huelsmann are featured in a St. Louis Review 
article at www.stlouisreview.com/article/2013-10-02/

criminal-justice.  Sister Carleen Reck also received 
the Elaine Aber Humanitarian Award on Nov. 7, from 
the Missouri Association for Social Welfare (MASW). She 
was recognized in the area of criminal justice.

Sister Mary Beth Reissen represented the 
American Society of International Law (ASIL) at the 
14th Meeting of the United Nations Open-ended 
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the 
Law of the Sea in June. In Fall 2013, Sister Mary 
Beth was a team teacher for the Law of the Sea course 
in the master of arts in international affairs program at 
University College, Washington University in St. Louis.

TYME OUT Youth Ministry and Retreat Center 
in Nashotah, Wis., dedicated its new Queen 
of Peace Chapel in honor of Sister Kieran 
Sawyer and in memory of Sister Mary Benet 
Begusch on Nov. 17. Sister Kieran founded 
TYME OUT in 1980 and was director until 2006. 
Sister Mary Benet served there for 25 years.

On Oct. 26, Sister Kathy Schmittgens, 
development director for the Province of Africa, 
presented “Social Media and Evangelization” at  
the United States Catholic Mission Association  
Mission Conference 2013.

Sister Addie Lorraine Walker was named 
director of the Sankofa Institute for African American 
Pastoral Leadership, a new initiative of the Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. The 
institute will provide professional training for pastoral 
ministers who wish to minister among African Americans, 
regardless of denominational affiliation. Find out more  
at bit.ly/1gwqNOo.

Sister Mary Warner, a professor of English at 
San Jose State University, has co-authored a new 
book, Teaching Writing Grades 7–12 in an Era of 
Assessment – Passion and Practice, which was released 
on Sept. 9. For more information or to pre-order, visit 
Amazon at amzn.to/18qF4to.

Celebrating CELEBRATING OUR SISTERS
Transforming the world through education

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

Visit our Facebook page for more stories 
and photos that Celebrate Our Sisters!  

www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific

School SistersofNotre Dame
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http://www.globalpartnersrunningwaters.org
http://www.stlouisreview.com/article/2013-10-02/criminal-justice
http://www.stlouisreview.com/article/2013-10-02/criminal-justice
http://bit.ly/1gwqNOo
http://amzn.to/18qF4to
http://www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific/photos_albums


10    School Sisters of Notre Dame

Gratitude
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T he fall is always a busy time 
for opportunities to connect 
with our donors, friends and 

others at a variety of events. 
During September and October, 

we hosted Donor Appreciation Mass 
and Brunch events for more than 

500 people in Elm Grove, Wis.; 
Dallas, Texas; and St. Louis, Mo. 
These events gave us the opportunity 
to recognize and thank our donors. 
I heard many stories at those events 
and saw the joy on the faces of 

people sharing memories, catching 
up and showing their fondness for 
one another. It was heart-warming 
to see those interactions.

In addition, we conducted several 
annual fundraising events this fall. 
Chances for the 8th Annual NoFest 

Octoberfest calendar raffle were  
sold in August and September in 
Minnesota. This was followed by  
the 37th annual Craft Fair & Garage 
Sale at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
in Mankato, Minn. More than 800 
people attended this event, which 
truly brings the efforts of every- 
one together.

We finished October with the 
biennial Women Hanging by a Thread 
Quilt Auction in Bloomington, Minn. 

We received quilt donations from 
across the country with stories as col-
orful as their fabrics. More than 200 
quilts were donated for the event. 
The committee selected 50 for the 
live and simulcast online auction. 
The remaining quilts and quilted 

items went to the silent 
auction and direct sales 
portion of the event. Most 
of the auction quilts stayed 
in Minnesota, with six be-
ing won by online bidders 
and going to Missouri, 
Montana and Alaska.

We had planned to 
begin 2014 with a gather-
ing to connect with donors 
and friends at the Holiday 
Open House at Sancta 
Maria in Ripa in St. Louis 
on Jan. 4 and 5. Unfortu-
nately, the event had to be 
canceled due to a winter 
storm that weekend. We 
regret that we could not 
have had this joyous event.

Thanks to each of 
you who supported these 
events through your  
attendance or through 
donations. We are grateful 
for your continued friend-

ship, partnership and support.
Planning is underway for our 

Women’s Leadership Luncheons 
and signature events in the spring. 
See page 16 for more information. 
Photos from many of our events are 
posted on our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/ 
ssnd.centralpacific/photos_
albums.

For more information about these events, 
call 314-633-7032, visit our website 
www.ssndcentralpacific.org 
or follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific. 

With Our Thanks
By Leah Pockrandt

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

Donor Mass at Theresa Center Chapel at Sancta Maria in Ripa

PHOTO BY LINDA BEHRENS

https://www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific/photo_albums
https://www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific/photo_albums
https://www.facebook.com/ssnd.centralpacific/photo_albums
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Leah Pockrandt is the new Resource 
Development director for the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province. In 
her role, Leah oversees the staff and efforts 
of the Resource Development department. 

The Resource Development depart-
ment has offices in Mankato, Minn.; Elm 
Grove, Wis.; St. Louis, Mo.; and Dallas, 
Texas. In her role, Leah has been traveling 

throughout the province attending events, meeting with 
donors and working with staff. 

Leah brings years of experience in donor relations, 
stewardship, major gifts and annual giving along with 
communications and marketing. Previously, she was 
director of development for the College of Business 
at Minnesota State University, Mankato and director 
of marketing and resource development for Greater 
Mankato Area United Way. 

Leah and her husband, Jim, live near Lake Crystal, 
Minn., with their three children. 

Leah is based at Our Lady of Good Counsel in 
Mankato. She may be reached at 507-389-4212  
or lpockrandt@ssndcp.org.

Mary Kay Murray is the new 
development coordinator in Resource  
Development. This position involves  
organizing the special events and fund- 
raising activities originating from the  
campuses in Elm Grove, Wis., and  
Mankato, Minn. In addition to planning 
events and activities, Mary Kay will seek 
sponsorships and develop relationships to 

promote the organization. 
Previously, Mary Kay worked for more than  

18 years with the YMCA in director-level roles  
focusing on program development, fundraising and 
membership retention. 

Mary Kay resides in Milwaukee with her husband, 
who is assistant principal with the Milwaukee Public 
Schools. They have two grown children. 

Mary Kay’s office is at the Notre Dame of Elm 
Grove campus. She may be reached at 262-787-1037  
or mmurray@ssndcp.org.

Debbie Rohrich-Tyler is the 
senior development coordinator  
in Resource Development. This 
position involves organizing the 
special events and fundraising  
activities originating from the 
campuses in St. Louis, Mo., and 
Dallas, Texas. In addition to  
planning events and activities, 

Debbie seeks sponsorships and develops relationships  
to promote the organization. Debbie has been part of 
the St. Louis office since it opened in 1992. She  
graduated from Notre Dame High School 1987,  
where she worked in the development office as part  
of a work study program. 

Debbie resides in St. Louis with her husband, who is 
a senior principal trainer for Oracle Corporation. 

Debbie’s office is at the Sancta Maria in Ripa  
campus. She may be reached at 314-633-7032 or 
drohrichtyler@ssndcp.org.

LaDonna Borth is the database 
administrator in Resource  
Development. As the database  
administrator, LaDonna  
collaborates with and supports the 
director, development coordinators 
and data entry staff in their efforts 
to better communicate with and 
serve the many benefactors of the  

Central Pacific Province. Previously, she worked for 
Corporate Express (formerly Siekert and Baum) Office 
Supplies for 16 years.

LaDonna has worked for the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame for seven years. She lives in Milwaukee with her 
husband and daughter. 

LaDonna’s office is at the Notre Dame of Elm  
Grove campus. She may be reached at 262-787-1033  
or lborth@ssndcp.org.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

S ome relationships are 
fleeting, while others 
are so long lasting they 
become like family. For 

Rose (Goerger) Werner and her 
husband, Eugene, their relationship 
with the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame has been woven into their 
lives since they were children.

Both Rose and Eugene were 
taught by School Sisters of Notre 
Dame in grade school. Eugene and 
his eight siblings went to Rosary 
School, now St. Dominic School, 
in Northfield, Minn. Rose and her 
eight siblings attended a public 
school that had SSNDs as teachers  
in Mantador, N.D. 

Rose then attended Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Academy in  
Mankato, Minn., where she was an 
aspirant. Rose lived in community 
as a sister for 14 years. During that 
time, she received a bachelor’s in 
education at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, then a satellite campus of 
Mount Mary University in  
Milwaukee. She went on to receive 
her master’s in religious education 
from Fort Wright College in  
Spokane, Wash.

During her life in community, 
Rose worked as a parish director of 
religious education. After she left  
the community, she continued in 
that position for five years as a lay 
staff member. Over the years, she  
has maintained close relationships 
with many sisters, especially  
her classmates.

Since she and Eugene married, 
they have worked together in his 
seed business, which Eugene has 
operated for more than 40 years 
from their farm near Dundas, Minn. 

Rose and Eugene have three grown 
children and one granddaughter.

The Werners’ connection to  
the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame 
became further  
entwined when 
Rose joined the 
Development 
Advisory Board in 
Mankato. 

Rose was soon asked to head a 
new fundraising endeavor, a quilt 
auction. With no quilting back-
ground, she took on the role and 
has led and developed the event over 
the past 16 years. However, since 
then she has not only learned about 
quilting, she has developed a passion 
for it. She is now an avid quilter, an 
antique quilt collector, a lecturer and 
an author. In addition to serving 
on the quilt auction committee, 
Rose makes and donates quilts  
for each auction.

The Women Hanging by a 
Thread quilt auction is a 
bi-annual event that helps raise 
awareness and provide funds to 
women and children who are 
struggling with poverty, violence, 
homelessness or illiteracy. Theresa 
Living Center and Caroline  
Family Services, featured on pages 
3-5, are among the recipients of 
proceeds from this event.

“It feels good to know that 
some good can be done where  
it’s really needed,” Rose said. 

Knowing they are making a  
difference as partners in mission with 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
brings Rose and Eugene satisfaction. 
The gifts of time, talent and  
treasure over the years by many 

people has helped a legacy of work-
ing with women and providing edu-
cation for those who need it flourish. 

Rose and Eugene 
admire that the 
sisters’ ministries 
continue to respond 
to needs that they 
have seen, and that 
they still embrace the 

mission that began 180 years ago.
That focus, along with her deep 

connections, resonates with Rose. 
She says her giving has three main 
roots: gratitude, friendships and a 
belief in the work. 

“I felt that my time as an SSND 
was so important,” Rose said. “I 
gained so much, including a wonderful 
education, which I wouldn’t have 
gotten without them.” 

“There are a lot of people who 
have received their education from 
School Sisters of Notre Dame,” Rose 
continued. “My hope is that more 
people would carry on what the 
sisters have started.” 

By Leah Pockrandt

Eugene and Rose Werner with a quilt by Rose 
and hand-painted by Sister Mercita Batog  
PHOTO BY LEAH POCKRANDT

“It feels good to 
know that some good 
can be done where 
it’s really needed.”
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January
Marie Cecile Huser 
Elm Grove, Wis.
Mary Jane Van Deuren  
Greenfield, Wis.

February
Maria Goretti Stefani 
Elm Grove, Wis.
Marie Xavier Padberg  
Bridgeton, Mo.
M. Carmella Arima
Kyoto, Japan
Joan Frances 
[Mary Jonathan] Giere 
Elm Grove, Wis.
M. Helene Schmitz 
Mankato, Minn.
Rose Sharon Perczynski  
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Carol [Mary Theresa] Kleba 
Bridgeton, Mo.

March
Mary [Eustachia] 
Schilling Mankato, Minn.
Mary Milo McCabe 
Greenfield, Wis.
Mary Edmund Burki 
Elm Grove, Wis.

April
Alix LeClerc Winkelmann  
Chatawa, Miss.
M. Simone Wolf 
Bridgeton, Mo.

May
Marie Richard Eckerle 
Chatawa, Miss.

June
M. Helena Leach 
Bridgeton, Mo.
Marie Vincent Brothers 
Baltimore, Md.
M. Maurice Weyer 
St. Louis, Mo.
Pauline Fritz 
Mankato, Minn.

August
Madeline [M. Carolyn] Studer 

Mankato, Minn.

September
M. Jean Raymond McBride  
Greenfield, Wis.
Patricia Sonnek 
Mankato, Minn.
Mary Elfred Michel 
Bridgeton, Mo.

October
M. Aquin Svoboda 
Mankato, Minn.
Mary Eugenia Frankowska 
Elm Grove, Wis.
M. Caroleen Hensgen 
Chatawa, Miss.
Mary Matthew Cannizzaro  
Elm Grove, Wis.
Norbert Marie Schares  
Mankato, Minn.

November
Ann Roddy 
Chatawa, Miss.
Mary [Cyril] Busson 
Chatawa, Miss.
Mary Maura Pawelski 
Brookfield, Wis. 
Shirley Ann [Cora Marie] 
Greaser Bridgeton, Mo.
Elizabeth Gnabasik 
Elm Grove, Wis.
Mary Martin Tobias 
Mankato, Minn.
Jo Lynn St. John 
Elm Grove, Wis.
Helen O’Heren 
Chatawa, Miss.

December
Rose Martin Homontowski  
Elm Grove, Wis.
Mary Barbara Ann  
Sarnowski Greenfield, Wis.
Marie Francis Biver
Bridgeton, Mo.

Precious and blessed is the death of the faithful before God ... for they die in 
union with their dear Jesus, in the grace of God, in peace.
— Blessed Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger, Foundress of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, Letter 11, Sept. 10, 1831

We remember, give thanks for the lives of our deceased sisters from 2013

Remembrances of our deceased sisters are posted on our website since January 2012  
at www.ssndcentralpacific.org/explore/In-Loving-Memory 

On Aug. 25, 2013, the sisters in Japan (formerly 
known as the Region of Japan) rejoined with the Central 
Pacific Province. 

School Sisters of Notre Dame have had a presence 
in Kyoto, Japan, for 65 years when the first four SSNDs 
from St. Louis answered the call to open a school in 
war-torn Japan. Three years later, they opened a novitiate 
with four novices. Since then, they have served in Japan, 
Okinawa, Nepal and Korea.

Inspired by the guiding motto of SSND education, 
“Virtus et Scientia,” the sisters established a junior high 
school in 1952, a senior high school in 1953, an elemen-
tary school in 1954 and the first Catholic women’s college 
in Kyoto in 1961, which became a university in 2002. In 
1961, the sisters became administrators and teachers at 

the international high school in Okinawa. 
They opened a retreat center/house of prayer in 1978 

to provide spiritual direction, prayer and retreat opportu-
nities for SSNDs and others. Parish ministry, visiting the 
elderly, serving the poor and volunteer ministry became 
a way of living out the mission for sisters who were not 
involved in formal classroom education.

For 11 days prior to the rejoining ceremony, Central 
Pacific Province sisters from around the world prayed 
together for openness to the unity God was calling the 
sisters to at that time. 

Sister Mary Anne Owens, the provincial leader of the 
Central Pacific Province, and Sister Maria Elena Ferrer-
Lopez, provincial councilor, were in Kyoto, Japan, to take 
part in this transition.

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame
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The first sisters called to serve in Japan

NewsRegion of Japan 
Rejoins Central 
Pacific Province

http://www.ssndcentralpacific.org/explore/In-Loving-Memory


14    School Sisters of Notre Dame

Grateful
We are grateful to each of you for your 

support as we, together, continue the legacy  
of our foundress, Blessed Theresa  

Gerhardinger. This Stewardship Report reveals your  
gracious generosity. We are blessed by your faithful  
support – in prayer, involvement in ministries, and 
investment in the legacy of Blessed Theresa and the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame.

Your investments with us help support our many  
ministries and assist us in caring for our sisters who are 
sick and retired from active ministries as they now  
minister through prayer and presence.

We will continue to be good stewards of your gifts. 
With you, our partners, we are educating others, assisting 
them to reach the fullness of their potential as they direct 
their personal gifts to make the world a better place.

School Sisters of Notre Dame

2012-2013 STEWARDSHIP REPORT
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
Central Pacific Province

School Sisters of Notre Dame

School Sisters of Notre Dame

.5%
Grants

$26,480

42%
Bequests

$1,608,807

8.5%

Retirement

$338,907

49%
Unrestricted

$1,939,760

Total
$3,985,954

GIFTS 
RECEIVED



Please know we respect you and your privacy. 
We do not sell or share your information.

27%
Retirement
$1,076,208 

9%
Sisters’ Formation 
& Education
$362,678

11%
Pastoral Care
$456,337

4%
Global Justice 
& Peace
$170,352

36%
Unrestricted Gifts$1,442,065

The quilts featured in the Stewardship Report graphics were all donated to the School Sisters of Notre Dame and 
sold through the Women Hanging by a Thread live auction held in October 2013. Proceeds of the auction 
benefited women struggling with poverty, violence, homelessness or illiteracy.

School SistersofNotre Dame

Total
$3,985,954

13%
Undercompensated Ministries
$478,314

GIFT 
DESIGNATION
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Our Mission
is to proclaim the Good News as School Sisters  
of Notre Dame, directing our entire lives toward     
that oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent.

You Are Sent, Constitution of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
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School Sisters of Notre Dame

Women’s Leadership Luncheon

Look for invitations in the mail or email. Register online at www.ssndcentralpacific.org. 
Additional province activities can be found on our website and Facebook pages.

2014 Signature Events
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Saturday, March 8
Sancta Maria in Ripa 
St. Louis, Mo.

Saturday, May 17
Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Mankato, Minn.

Saturday, June 21
Notre Dame of Elm Grove
Elm Grove, Wis.

You’re Invited... Please join us for our Spring Events!

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 11:30 A.M.
Notre Dame of Elm Grove, 
Elm Grove, Wis.
Presentation by Tracy Loken Weber
President and executive director of  
Milwaukee Achiever Literacy Services

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 11:30 A.M.
Sancta Maria in Ripa, St. Louis, Mo.
Presentation by Lynne M. Jackson
President and founder of the Dred Scott  
Heritage Foundation and great-great-
granddaughter of Harriet and Dred Scott

THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 11:30 A.M.
Bishop Charles Grahmann 
Community Center
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, Dallas, TX
Presentation by Jennifer Staubach Gates
Councilmember for the City of Dallas

http://www.ssndcentralpacific.org

